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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO    THE 

READER. 


y/5  the  folkivi?ig  papers  'we?^^  criginaily^ 
.J-JL  iiJJjer'd  into  the  world  in  a  very  loofe,  and 
periHiable  manner^  each  of  them  having  been 
publifbed  feparately,  at  different  times,  in  dif-r 
ferent  vehicles  ^  which  vehicles,  (I  mean  the  com- 
mon news-papers)  have  no  profpeB  to  futurity, 
and  are  J  even  now,  difficidt  to  be  met  with  3  fome 
eminent  perfons  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
who  think  them/elves  fomewhat  interefted  in  the 
difpute,  have  thought  it  advifeable  to  .collcB  the?n 
together,  afid  publijh  them,  for  the  general  fatit- 
f action,  in  the  prefent  form. 

Now,  feeing  the  fubjeds  are  equally  curious 
fnd  important,   this  colleBicn  cannot  but  be  high- 


(  vi  ) 

ly  acceptable  to  the  publick :  for  by  this  means 
the  arguments  will  be  preferved,  and  continued, 
intire,  and  unbroken,  from  whence  the  reader 
may  form  a  fettled  judgment  of  the  whole. 

Andy  indeed^  in  all  writings  of  controverfy, 
the  publick,  i.  e.  the  readers,  are  the  only^  true, 
proper  judges,  from  whofe  determination  there 
can  he  no  further  appeal,  therefore,  this  im- 
portant difpute,  being  now  feemingly  terminated, 
is  necejfarily  left  to  their  impartial  decifion. 

But,  whatever  the  refult  of  this  difpute  may 
prove y  the  motives  for  entering  into  it  were  un- 
doubtedly good :  the  whole  defign  being,  profef- 
fedly,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford;  to  which,  it  is  reafonable  to  pre- 
fume,  the  Authors,  on  either  fide  the  quejlion, 
are  equally  Well-Wishers. 
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A 

SERIES   of  PAPERS 

O     N 

SUBJECTS  themoft  INTERESTING 

TO      THE 

NATION    in    GENERAL,    &c. 

From  the  General  Evening  Post,  Jan.  ii,  1750. 
WELL-WISHERS 

TO     T  H  £ 

University    of    O    X  F  0   R  D. 

NUMBER     I. 

TOWARDS  the  end  of  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament, 
it  was  faid  the  Icgijlature  would  be  fo  good  as  to  con- 
fider  the  ftate  of  this  Univerfity,  *  in  order  to  the 
reformaiton  of  it.  That  there  is  need  of  a  reformation  of  it, 
in  many  particulars,  cannot  be  denied',  is  no  longer  dijfi/n- 
bled :  and,  fuppofing  the  parliamentary  inquiry  would  have 
been   in  a  friendly  fort,  there  was  not  a  friend  to  this  body, 

»  As  for  her  fifter  Univerfity,  if  aay  thing  {hall  be  faid  in  this 
and  the  following  pdper3  which  iray  bs  equally  applicable  to  her, 
■we  refer  that  to  tb^  coaCderatign  of  thofe  v/horu  it  rr/tj  coacern. 

who. 
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who,  if  he  undcrftood  its  diftrefs,  did  not  tv'ijh  It :  for,  how 
much  foe\  er  it  may  waiit  amendment^  it  would  be  found,  upon 
trial,  a  thing  abfolutely  impoffible  for  it  to  amend  itfelf.  But, 
whether  there  were  jealoufies  in  fame  pretending  to  have, 
and,  we  beHeve,  really  having,  good-will  to  the  Univerfity, 
that  the  inquiry  woTild  not  be  of  the  defired  kind,  and  con- 
fequendy  a  refolution  to  oppofe  it  j  or,  whether  others,  tho' 
they  confidered  the  Univerfity  as  inftituted  for  the  publiclc 
good,  and,  when  reformed,  very  likely  to  produce  it,  and 
defio^neJ  no  other  reformation  than  what  fhould  have  a  mani- 
feft  tendency  to  this  end,  yet  would  not  hazard  the  ilTue  of 
a  difpute,  which,  preceded  as  it  was,  by  infinite  mifreports, 
might  derive  imputations  of  unfricndlincfs  upon  them  who 
knew  thcmfclves  friendly  ;  but  rather  wait  till  things  fhould 
be  better  undcrftood,  and  till  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe  (a  time 
not  very  far  diftant)  fliould  incline  thofe  to  aflift,  who  were 
prepared  to  oppofe,  we  cannot  tell ;  the  talk  was  foon  dif- 
continued,    and  the  deftgn^  for  the   prefent,  dropp'd. 

But,  notwithftanding  this,  if  it  be  not  refumed,  and  the 
wanted  reformation  be  not  wrought,  and  a  regular  difcipline 
that  miay  be  executed  without  difficulty  be  not  eftabliihcd, 
we  are  well  aflured,  and  fhall  therefore  have  no  fcruple  to 
fay,  the  Univerfity  will  not  be  a  proper  place  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  ;  if,  by  education,  be  meant,  that  they  fhall 
make  due  improvements  in  the  proper  learning  for  their  in- 
tended profeflions,  and  be  bred  up  with  due  regard  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  and  virtue. 

Nothing  will  fo  eafily  fecure  the  excrcife  of  a  regular  difci- 
pline as  the  knowing  for  certain  where  to  lay  the  blame,  if  it 
be  not  exercifed.  Shame  is  fo  dreadful  a  thing  to  an  inge- 
nuous mind,  that  it  may  then  be  fairly  prefumed,  all  pollible 
care  would  be  taken  to  avoid  it ;  but  neither  the  Univerfity, 
nor  any  collegiate  body  within  it,  hath  :xface  to  be  afliamcd, 
that  any  one  can  dijccrn.  If  the  blame  of  relaxation  of  di- 
fcipline be  laid  upon  head$  of  houfes,  as  it  often  is  by  thofe 

who 
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t\^ho  know  nothing  of  the  conftitutlon  of  their  refpctSlIve 
colleges,  it  Is  certain  they  will  not  generally  deferve  it.  They 
are  crampt  in  their  authority ;  can  exert  no  more  power 
than  they  have ;  muft  often  have  great  relu6lance  to  exert 
isven  that ;  and,  the  better-natured  the  men,  the  greater  pro- 
bably will  be  their  reludance.  If  the  bkme  be  laid  upon/I'/- 
lows  of  houfes,  it  is  certain  they  will  not  univerfally  deferve 
It.  For  a  majority  will  do  what  a  minority  may  difapprove, 
but  cannot  help :  nay,  when  a  majority  is,  interpretatively, 
the  whole.,  the  minority  fhall  be  involved  in  the  difcredit  of 
doing  the  ill  they  would  have  prevented. 

The  cafe  of  the  Univerfity  is  really  pitiable.  Nothing  hath 
happened  to  ruin  the  difcipline  of  this  place  of  education, 
which  it  could  have  prevented,  and  which,  yet,  whenever  it 
fhould  happen,  muft,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  ruin, 
its  difcipline. 

Forinftance:  It  hath  happened  that  Luxury  hath,  for 
fome  time,  been  making  advances  in  this  nation  with  long 
ftrides,  not  to  fay,  precipitate  marches.  There  hath  feem'd 
to  have  been  an  emulation  in  perfons  of  great  affluence,  and 
high  ftations,  to  excel  in  drei's,  and  equipage,  and  enter- 
tainments ;  whether  to  (hew  abundant  civility  and  complai- 
fance  to  Important  ftrangers ;  or,  v/ith  interefted  views  of 
recommending  themfelves  to  further  favour  ;  or  out  of  meer 
vanity,  it  is  not  material  to  inquire.  The  faci  is  fo.  Being 
fo,  it  was  natural  for  others  who  had  an  exquifite  rclijh  of 
thefe  enjoyments,  upon  the  leaft  countenance,  to  give  into 
them  ;  and  fajhion  was  fufliclent  to  draw  in  others  to  amufc 
themfelves  with  what  they  haJ  IcU  appetite  to  enjoy.  A  va- 
riation in  men's  fortunes,  in  the  year  1720,  banifhed  cecono- 
my  from  this  ifiand.  Men  of  ordinar'^  condition  furprifed  into 
immenfe  wealth  were  fond  of  furprizing  others  with  the 
pomp  and  glitter  of  tlicir  fudden  acquifitions  j  v/hilft  thofe 
whofe  ancient  pairini:r,ies  were  departed  from  them,  inftead 
of  entering  i;)to  me.-^furei  to  retrieve  v.hat  was  loll  (parfvnonj 

B  to 
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<o  the  ruined  feemino;  always  too  late)  chofe  rather  to  dirsoilfcf 
their  being  undone,  by  living  in  appearance,  for  a  fhort  time, 
as  if  there  had  been  an  increafe,  and  not  a  dimunition  of' 
their  fortunes.  The  old  farriilies  of  great  eftates,  forgetting 
the  dignity  of  plenty  with  firripliclfy,  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  carried  away  with  the  ftream  into  all  the  elegancies  and 
delicacies  that  could  be  imported  from  abroad,  or  invented 
at  home.  Their  example  was  followed  by  the  next  rank 
cf  men  below  them  fo  clofely,  as  fhewed  they  were  not 
ivilling  to  be  thought  fo  much  below  them  ;  till,  every  one 
liking,  for  various  reafons,  to  be  viewed  in  a  condition  fome- 
what  better  than  his  own,  Luxury  had  over-run  the  country, 
had  fubdued  it,  and  was  eflabiifhcd. 

See  the  natural  effedl  this  niuft  have  upon  the  rifmg  gene- 
ration I  The  noble  and  gentle  youth  of  the  kingdom  parti- 
cipate of  the  exccffes  in  eating  and  drinking,  in  apparel  and! 
<li\'errions  in  their  own  fmnU'ies.  They  hear  the  loofe  conver- 
fat'ion  of  men  well  received  there,  without  obferving  in  their 
parents  any  great  diflike  of  If.  Ahjlinencics  of  every  kind 
have  been  ingenioufly  derided  in  their  pi'efence.  The  wit 
hath  pleafcd.  The  opinion  hath  had  authority.  And  they 
have  eafily  purfued  v/hat  it  v/as  not  unnatural  for  them  to' 
Jiavebeen  already  Inclined  to.  T\\tir  fohrieiy  and  chajiity  are 
not  better  fecured  at  xki<i.  great fchooh  (whither  It  is  the  humour 
of  the  prefent  age  to  fend  them,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
money)  than  at  home.  Convcrfation  is  there  greatly  en- 
larged. What  knowledge  of  the  world,  as  it  is  called,  they 
tarry  thither  with  them,  they  mutually  impart.  All  tiic 
materials  of  luxury  may  be  had  every  night  by  the  Eaton 
fchoiars  from  the  Old  Angel  In  JFindjh-\  by  the  Wejlmin- 
jJcr,  from  l\\z  Horn  Tavern  in  K:ng-Jtrcct\  and  by  the  Win- 
chefier^  fc.r  lool.  a  year  each,  (now,  or  lately)  at  the  fchool- 
mafter's  oven  table. 

The  appetites,  then,  of  young  men,  thro'  general  luxury,' 

are  every  where  indulged^  and  by  indulgence  hjmnedy  before 

r  they  are  fent  to  the  Univerfity.  But 
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But  could  the  Univerfity,  by  any  care  of  Theirs,  have 
provided  that  general  luxury  (hould  not  have  happened  ? 
Having  happened,  will  not  this  body  be  afFedled  by  it  ? 

But  the  Univerfity,  it  will  be  faid,  muft  have  been  foon 
apprized  of  its  entrance-,  might  have  oppofed  its  progrcfs^  and 
prevented  its  continuance,  if  colleges  would  but  have  obferved 
ihdr  founder  s  rules,  and  may  difmifs  it  whenever  they  pleafe, 
if  they  will  even  now  obfer\'e  them. 

All  this  is  ftri6tly  true.  But  it  may  as  truly  be  replied^ 
that  OTHER  accidents  have  happened,  which  the  Univerfity 
could  not  prevent ;  which,  having  happened,  are  the  occafioi| 
that  the  founders  rules  are  not  obfer\'ed,  nor  can  be. 

[  "To  be  continued.  J 


From  the  GENERAL  EvENiKG  PosT,  Jan.    13,   1750. 

WELL-WISHERS 

TO      THE 

University    of    O    X  F   0    R    D. 

N  U  I\I  B  E  R     IL 

■Y\y''HEN  founders  of  colleges  framed  rules  and  flatutes  for 
the  government  of  their  feveral  focieties,  collegiate  bodies- 
■yvcre  very  different  from  what  they  are  at  prefent.  In  thofe 
days  proper  learning  was  wanted  for  the  fcr\ice  of  thechurcb 
^nd  ftate.  Colleges  were  erected  and  indowed  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  this  proper  iearni;ig.  The  founder's  indow- 
JTients  were  intended  ior  fuch  fcholars  OKly,  as  fliould  need  this 
(upport  in  their  education,  zn6.  rnould  be  found  upon  exami- 

E  2  natioit 
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nation  to  defcrve  it,  and  where  the  defert  appeared  to  be 
equal,  the  greater  poverty  was  preferred.  It  was  prefumed 
that  youth  of  good  parts,  and  of  low  fortunes,  having  this 
firm  footing  from  whence  to  take  their  rife,  would  generally 
endeavour  to  emerge,  and  afpire  after  preferments  in  view 
that  would  difpel  their  obfcurity  j  and  would  confequently 
take  the  pains  that  were  necefiary  to  great  improvements  ir^ 
learning.  Perfons  of  family  and  fortune  would  not,  in  thofe 
days,  have  applied  for  a  charity  they  did  not  want  j  no,  nor 
have  condefcended  to  accept  of  it,  if  it  fhould  have  beei^ 
offered  to  them  ;  nay,  they  would  have  thought  they  fhoul4 
do  an  injury  to  thofe  for  whom  it  was  intended,  if  they 
fhould  intercept  it.  Thefe  ifidowments  for  men  in  thefe 
circumftances,  were  defigned  for  their  intire  maintenance ; 
and,  confidering  their  comUt'ion^  fufficlent  for  it.  Nor,  was. 
it  painful  to  them  to  fubmit  to  the  confinement  their  rule^ 
required  ;  nor  to  the  appUcation  to  be  ufed  for  the  attain- 
ment of  fuch  knowledge,  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  as  was  ex- 
pelled from  them  ;  nor  to  the  exercifes  to  be  perforrned  iri 
order  to  qualify  them  duly  for  publick  employments,  if  they 
\vere  ambitious  of  them.  And,  fmce  none  of  them  were 
allowed  to  marry^  thofe,  in  whom  this  profpeft  had  not  raifed 
any  defire  of  going  abroad  into  the  world,  being  engaged 
in  a  courfe  of  fludies  agreeable  to  their  own  genius,  and 
fome  way  or  other  ufeful  to  the  publick,  chofe  to  live  and 
die  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  founder's  charity.  Colleges 
had  then  no  more  advowfons  in  their  own  patronage,  than 
what  came  along  with  the  eftatcs  which  their  founders  left 
them:  of  courfe  the  fuccrjfion  in  each  of  them  was  very  flow, 
and  of  courfe  a  great  majority  of  the  fellows  were  grave  and 
fcricvs  men,  regarding  the  reputation  and  intereft  of  their 
fociety,  and  revering  the  opinion  wliich  the  univerfity,  Infti- 
tuted  for  pab'i^k  good,  v/ould  have  of  any /i/ti/w/^  conduct 
of  theirs  tending  to  defeat  it.  And,  in  the  ciioice  of  a  go- 
vernour,  were  of  ihewfelves  as  determined  to  clcdi  2  pcrfon. 
'  '        ^  of 
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of  refolution  to  maintain  the  difcipline  of  the  houfe,  as  oath% 
and  facraments  preceding  the  election  could  make  lefs  confi- 
derate  men  ;  a  perfon  of  fuch  prudence  and  temper,  as  that 
it  might  well  become  them  to  fupport  him  In  the  cxercife  of 
his  authorit}--,  which  would  be  their  duty  ;  a  perfon,  who, 
greatly  learned  himfelf,  and  fupcrintend'mg  learning  in  others, 
would  require  diligence  and  reward  proficiency  in  the  youno^er 
fcholars,  and  fecure  from  them  towards  thefnfehes^  their  fe^ 
niors,  that  modeft  and  decent  and  refpeftful  carriage  whicl| 
was  due  to  their  longer  ftanding  in  the  univerfitv,  and  fupe- 
rior  ftations  in  the  college,  wherein  the  peace  and  happineft 
of  the  fociety  would  confift,  and  on  which  induftry,  and  the 
advancement  of  learning,  and  of  piety  and  virtue,  the  fruiti 
of  learning  would  depend. 

Now,  fee  the  difference  in  the  prefent  Jiate  of  collegiata 
bodies,  from  what  it  anciently  was,  and  was  intended  to  have 
continued  \  nay,  from  what,  in  a  great  mcafure,  it  was  not; 
three/core  years  ago. 

The  fame  oaths  and  facraments  precede  the  election  of 
fellows^  as  of  heads  of  houfes.  Fellowfhips  are  rarely  given 
to  fcholars  of  hw  conditiony  whatever  be  their  merit.  Men 
of  family  and  fortune  are,  now,  not  only  ready  to  accept  of 
^hem,  but  make  great  intereft  to  procure  them.  And  fuccefs 
is  found  to  depend  upon  that  favour,  which  the  eleclors  are 
fworn  not  to  regard.  Poffeffed  of  the  indowments,  they  live 
not  in  the  fimple  fri^gal  manner,  fo  necefTary  to  health,  and 
ftudy,  and  virtue,  which  their  founders  dcfigned  they  fhould. 
A  plain  diet,  in  a  moderate  proportion,  at  xht\t  founder  s  table, 
at  Jlatcd  hours,  twice  a  day,  fo  acceptable  to  the  fcholar  gor 
ing  to  bed  in  fobricty,  and  rifing  early,  no  longer  pleafcs. 

In  fome  colleges  the  fellows,  contenting  themfelves  with  a 
^linner  of  the  value  of  the  founder's  two  meals  for  the  day, 
cither  in  the  hall,  or  the  common  room,  or  their  private 
chambers,  may  make  themfelves  amends  in  the  evening,  by 
gating  any  where  elfe  in  a  better  man.ucr.     In  others,  the 

fellows 
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fellows  never  ftand  to  commons  at  all  ;  but,  whenever  they 
are  prefent  at  the  times  of  dinner  or  fuppcr,  either  take  what 
(they/W,  (the  cook  providing  always  for  an  uncertain  num- 
ber) or  befpeak  what  they  like.  In  many  of  the  fame  col- 
leges, indeed,  the  undergraduates,  and  other  independent 
members,  are  obliged  to  ftand  to  commons,  noon  and  night. 
But  thefe  commons  are  of  fo  fmall  a  quantitj'',  or  in  fo  bad 
a  condition,  that  they  require  a  good  deal  of  mending,  either 
by  battles  in  the  college  (in  the  profits  of  which  the  fellows 
have  acquired  an  intereft)  or  by  eating  abroad  ;  in  either 
way  of  relief  at  an  expence  extraordinary  of,  at  leaft,  15 
(or  20  pounds  a  yeas  ;  and  of  neither  would  there  be  any 
©ccafion,  if  they  might  be  permitted  to  ftand  to  commons 
of  the  value  of  three-pence  each  meal,  fent  up  to  the  feve- 
ral  tables  in  fmgle  joints.  In  other  colleges  again,  the  in- 
dependent members  no  more  ftand  to  commons  than  the 
fellows,  even  tho''  moft  of  the  ftatuteable  penalties,  they  are 
both  liable  to,  confift  in  being  put  out  of  commons,  but  have 
it  in  their  choice  to  eat  of  what  is  provided  by  the  college  vicr 
tualler  at  the  appointed  hour,  or  by  a  town  vidlualler  at  their 
own  hour ;  very  often  the  fame  perfon,  colleges  fuffering  their 
9wn  fervants  to  keep  publick  eating  houfes  in  the  Univerfity. 
A  founder's  indowment  is  no  longer  conftdered  as  a  charitable 
provifion  for  i?itire  maintenance,  or  as  laying  any  obligation 
upon  thofe  who  accept  of  it  to  obferve  his  rules,  but  as  a 
f)ranch  of  their  revenue  in  general  to  be  fpent  in  the  man- 
ner thev  like  beft.  And  then  again,  opportunities  of  mar- 
riage  which  the  ancient  focieties  had  not,  and  foorter  ways 
to  preferment  than  by  ftudy,  which  they  were  not  acquainted" 
with,  and  the  number  of  livings  in  thctr  own  gift  greatly  in- 
creafed  fmce  thofe  days,  have  fo  quickened  the  fuccejfton  irv 
the  prefent  collegiate  bodies,  that  they  now  confift,  in  a 
manner,  wholly  ox  young  men,  v^ith  a  power  fl ill  of  choofing 
ilieir  own  governor,  the  true  caufe  of  the  want  of  difcipline 
in  this  place.    We  are  undone  by  the  very  ftatutes  that  were 

intended 
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intencled  by  founders  to  be  the  beft  provifion  for  good  go^ 
vernment.  And  therefore  in  all  equitable  conftrudion,  fo 
far  as  any  of  the  founders  ftatutes  are,  in  our  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  a  huri  to  the  focietles  by  them  founded,  which  they 
muft  be  prefumed  to  have  intended  to  benefit^  they  are  not 
their  fiatutes.  And  yet  they  are  ftill  fo  far  their  ftatutes, 
that  the  heads  and  fellows  of  colleges  are  not  at  liberty  to 
depart  from  them  without  the  authority  of  parliament. 

The  authority  of  parliament  did  once  efFedlually  interpofe 
to  alter,  and  even  to  anull,  all  fuch  flatutes  of  their  found- 
ers, as  feemed  to  that  great  council  of  the  nation  to  be  a 
hurt  to  religion.  And,  is  it  not  as  reasonable  that  the  par- 
liament (hould  once  more  interpofe  their  authority,  to  alter 
fuch  ether  ftatutes  of  their  founders,  as  fhall  feem  to  them 
to  be  a  hurt  to  diJcipUne  in  the  place  of  education,  and  con- 
fequently  to  learning  and  virtue  ?  and,  efpeciallv,  if  it  be 
confidered,  that,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  parliament,  in  the 
flep  they  took  for  publick  good,  vvould  have  greatly  offended 
the  founders  of  the  ancient  colleges,  if  they  had  been  living, 
fo  contrary  was  it  to  the  ftatutes  they  had  with  mature  advice 
approved  :  And  that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  if  the  fame  founders 
of  the  anclcjit  colleges  were  now  alive  to  fee  what  alterations 
time,  and  accidents  unforefecn,  had  made  in  the  focieties  by 
them  founded,  and  that  the  ftatutes  directing  the  choice  of 
a  governor  to  be  in  thcmfelves  had  ruined  the  difcipline  by 
them  intended  to  have  been  pcypetuully  eftabliilied,  the  par- 
liament which  fhould  provide  a  remedy  for  this  evil  would 
have  their  thanks. 

What  founders  profeHcdly  intended  was  puhlick  gocd.  They 
obtained  the  coiifent  of  the  crown  to  the  eftabliftiment  of  the 
rules  they  had  provided  for  the  government  of  their  refpecStivs 
colleges  by  this  declaration.  And,  in  confidence  that  a* 
much  would  be  pcrformedy  as  was  declared  to  be  intended^ 
ihcie  rules  received  their  authenticity  from  the  royal  figna- 
turc.     By  accidents,  which  fijunders  could  not  forefce,  nor 

their 
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tlielr  ibcleties  prevent,  the  faid  rules  are  fallen  into  difufdi 
They  cannot  now  be  enforced.  The  ancient  difclpline  is 
loft.  And  the  publick  are  deprived  of  the  good  intended 
therti,  to  which  they  have  ftill  a  right,  and  loudly  and  juftly 
complain  that  it  is  with-held  froln  them,  and  which,  yet^ 
they  cannot  recover  without  a  reformation  of  the  Univerfity. 
The  Univerfity  then  muft  be  reform-ed.  But  it  cannot  re- 
form itfelf.  The  afliftance  then  of  tlie  legiflature  is  w- 
cejjhry  to  its  reformation.  But  the  legiflature  will  not  bd 
rightly  applied  to  for  their  afTiftance,  till  it  (hall  appear  to 
them  in  what  particulars  a  reformation  is  needful.  This  being 
fo,  we,  the  authors  of  this  paper,  hope,  whilft  others  con- 
tent themfelvcs  with  complaining  only,  and  decline  all 
trouble  in  providing  a  remedy.,  it  will  not  be  unbecoming  of 
us,  wlfhing  well,  as  we  do,  to  this  learned  bodv,  and  know- 
ing for  certain  what  it  is  that  hinders  it  from  being  the  fafeft, 
and  every  way  the  fitteft  place  of  education  in  the  whole 
world,  to  impart  in  this  manner  what  knowledge  we  have 
of  this  kind  to  the  publick,  in  order  to  invite  thofe  to  re- 
move the  impediment,  who  alone  have  the  power  to  do  it, 
and,  we  truft,  will  not  want  the  inclination,  when  they  fhall 
fee,  that  the  reformation  which  is  needful  may  be  eafily  ac- 
complifhed  without  any  hurt  to  the  eftates,  or  interefls,  or 
nfeful  privileges  of  the  Univerfity,  or  of  any  college  with- 
in   it. 

Whether,  what  private  men  fl:;all  fay  upon  this  occafion 
will  be  regarded,  is  uncertain.  If  not  at  prcfiut,  it  may  here- 
tifter.  If  not  Gt  alU  they  w^ill  at  leaA  be  excufed  for  having 
taken  a  liberty,  to  which  in  afFecStion  and  duty  to  the  Uni- 
verfity, and  to  the'  publick,  they  thought  themfehes  oblig- 
ed. Liheraverint  animas  fuas.  But,  if  there  fhould  he  no 
attempt  to  reform  this  body,  originally  inftituted  for  thfe 
fervice  of  the  publick,  or  a  feeble  one  that  fliould  fail  of  the 
defined  efFecl,  they  humbly  hope,  that,  if  their  pofterityj 
feeking  improvements  in  Uni\errity-lcaming,  under  private 

inftrudlorsy 
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jnftruftors,  and  offering  themfelves  to  the  bilhops  for 
holv  orders  with  unexceptionable  qualifications  for  the 
minifterial  office,  and  with  teftimonials  of  their  good  life 
and  converfation  that  may  be  depended  upon,  they  will 
not  therefore  be  refufed,  becaufe  they  have  not  taken 
degrees  in  a  place  where  it  was  not  fafc  for  them  to 
refide. 

[To  be  continued  occaftonally^  as   the  authors  Jhall  have 
leifure.] 


prom  tht  General  Evening  Post,  February  3,  IJSO^, 

ro  the    P  R  I  N  T  E  R,    &c. 

SIR, 

Oxford^    'January  29. 

IWas  not  a  little  furprlzed  at  the  fight  of  two  let- 
ters publifhed  in  your  paper,  by  fome  perfon  or  per- 
fons,  who  ftile  themfelves  Well-Wtj'hers  to  this  Umverjity. 
And  this  feems  at  this  time  cfpecially  ftill  more  ftrange, 
when  we  have  fo  lately  laboured  under  fo  heavy  a  load 
of  reproach.  Occafion  was  taken,  from  the  mifbehavi- 
Dur  of  fome  of  our  youth,  to  raife  a  general  outcry 
againft  us.  Every  thing  that  was  done  here  was  ftrange- 
ly  niif-reprefcnted  and  aggravated  ;  and  a  thoufand  falf«- 
flories  induflrioufiv  propagated,  and  haftily  credited.  The 
paper  before  me  acknowledges,  that  infinite  mij-reports 
theti  prevailed,  and  that  thofe  uh«  they  believe  had  gsod^ 
tcili  to  the  Vnixerfity  were  afraid  that  the  enquiry  ivould  not 
hf  «/"  the  dtfired  klrJy  or  in  a  /rieudly  fort.  How  then 
*w'  «an 
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Can  tve  look  upon  thofe  as  our  fVell-lViJhen,  who 
Would  revive  thefe  complaints,  and  fet  this  lerment  at 
work  again  ?  People  who  had  been  loud  in  their  clamours 
againft  us,  began  to  cool  ;  and  moft  men  of  fenfe  be- 
gan to  fee  that  they  had  been  abufed  by  infinite  mif- 
fepoj-ts  and  mif-reprefentations.  But  thefe  our  friends 
were  forry  to  fee  the  ftorm  fo  foon  blown  over,  and 
fo  laudable  a  work  dropped,  as  a  vifitation  and  reforma- 
tion of  the  Univerfity.  But  are  they  themfelves  fure  fuch 
a  reformation  will  be  ^  <7  friendly  fort,  or  conduced  in 
a  friendly  manner  ?  Are  they  fure,  that  every  one  who 
may  be  concerned  in  fuch  a  reformation  will  think  juit 
as  they  do  ;  that  they  will  concur  in  every  regulation 
they  judge  neceflary,  and  make  no  alterations  they  may 
fhink  improper  or  hurtful  ?  We  have  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  from  what  we  have  lately  had  occafion  to 
obferve,  that  there  are  too  many,  and  fome  perhaps  in 
high  flation,  who  bear  no  favourable  afpe(Sl:  to  this  Uni- 
verty.  I  wifh  I  had  no  reafon  to  add,  that  the  enemies 
of  our  eftablifhment,  and  of  our  religion,  were  but  too 
numerous.  We  muft  be  excufed  therefore,  if  we  are 
under  fome  jealoufies  and  fears  that  a  reformation  might 
not  be  fo  eafily  accomplijhed  without  any  hurt  to  our  e- 
Jiatesy  interefis,  or  ufefid  privileges,  as  thefe  writers  would 
perfuade  us.  Onr  bell  friends  were  unwilling  to  hazard 
the  iflue  of  a  difpute :  and  yet,  it  feems,  our  Z/^//- 
JViJhers  take  pains  to  revive  it.  And,  what  is  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  fuch  fuggeftions  are  thrown  out  by 
thefe  our  Well-Wijhers,  as  we  could  fcarce  have  expected 
from  our  worft  enemies.  The  Univerfity-y  till  reformed, 
we  are  told,  will  not  be  a  proper  place  for  the  education  of 
youth ;  nor  can  they  expert  here  to  make  due  improve^ 
ments  in  the  proper  learniug  for  their  intended  prof ejjions,  or 
to  be  bred  up  ivith  due  regard  to  the  interefii  of  religion 
and  virtue.     Blfoops  are  defired   to  look  out  elfewhere 

for 
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for  perfons  qualified  for  holy  orders :  and  this  plact  is  re- 
prefented  as  a  place^  that  is  not,  or  foon  will  not  be 
fofet  for  perfons  feeking  fuch  improvements,  as  may  qua- 
lify them  for  orders,  to  refide  in.  And  thefe  ilrange  afler- 
tions  we  are  to  take  oji  their  bare  word,  without  the 
leaft  proof,  tho'  they  are  fuch  as  every  one,  who  knows 
this  place,  knows  to  be  falfe. 

But  is  there  no  reafon  then  to  complain  of  an  in- 
creafe  of  luxury  and  expence  here  ?  I  fhall  not  deny^ 
or  dijfemble,  that  in  fome  degree  there  is.  And  thefe 
writers  have  given  us  a  very  good  and  juft  reafoa 
and  account  how  it  comes  to  pafs.  Luxury,  they  tell  us, 
hath  for  fome  time  been  making  advances  in  this  nation 
luith  long  firides.  The  expences  of  great  fchools  are  great- 
ly enlarged.  The  appetites  of  young  men,  through  general 
luxury,  are  every  where  indulged,  and  by  indulgence  infamed, 
before  they  are  fent  to  the  IJniverfity.  Thefe  are  indeed 
melancholy  truths :  and  if  thefe  gentlemen  can  contrive 
any  method  to  flop  the  advances  of  general  luxury,  or  to 
IcfTen  the  expencts  of  great  fchools  ;  to  make  parents  wifer 
and  better,  and  pre\'ent  their  indulging  and  enfaming  the 
appetites  of  their  children  ;  they  will  do  an  acceptable  fer- 
vice  to  both  the  Univerfities  and  to  the  publick.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  till  the  caufe  can  be  removed,  I  ara 
afraid,  do  what  we  can,  we  fhall  in  fome  meafure  feel 
the  effects  of  it.  Let  us  execute  our  ftatutes  ever  fo  di- 
ligently, we  fhall  find  it  difficult  to  keep  thofe  within 
bounds,  who  come  here  already  corrupted.  Serve  up  com- 
mons in  what  manner  you  pleafe,  thofe,  who  have  lived 
luxurioufly  at  home,  or  at  fchool,  will  fcarce  be  contented 
with  them.  Nay,  if  you  new-model  our  flatutes,  the 
fame  difficulty  will,  I  fear,  attend  the  execution  of  what- 
ever rules  you  can  make.  Any  regulations,  which  the 
wifcft  man  can  contrive,  or  the  mof}  whimfical  imagine^ 
will  fcarce  be  found  efi^cclual  to  reftrain  the  appetites  of 
young  men   which  have  been   long  indulged  and  inflamed^ 

C  1  aiKl 
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and  ft  111  continue  fo  to  be  at  home.  And  what  is  ft  ill  a 
harder  cafe  upon  us,  one  fuch  perfon  here  does  infinite 
mifchief.  Governours  here,  both  out  of  prudence  and 
good-nature,  are  unwilling  to  remove  him,  as  long  as 
there  is  any  hopes  of  his  reformation  :  and  all  this  while 
he  Is  corrupting  and  feducing  others.  And  thefe  very 
perfons,  when  they  go  from  hence,  are  generally  loudeft 
in  their  clamours  agalnft  us.  If  we  expel  them,  'tis  an 
affront  never  to  be  forgiven..  If  we  forbear  them,  tliat 
very  forbearance  furnifties  them  with  a  reafon  to  complain 
of  our  rcmifsnefs. 

OXONIENSIS. 
f  To  be  continued.  J 


From  the  General  Evening  Post,  Feb.  15,  1750. 


Continuation    of    the     OXFORD      LETTER, 

begun  the    "^d  injiant. 

OUR  good  friend  (for  fo  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to 
call  him,  though  he  fpeaks  in  the  plural  number) 
having  given  us  fo  juft  an  account  of  the  increafe  of 
expences  here  j  I  was  in  hopes  when  I  took  his  next 
paper  in  hand,  to  have  met  with  fome  propofals,  or  con- 
fideratlons,  proper  to  reftrain  the  growing  luxury  of  the 
age.  From  fo  good  a  pen,  we  might  have  hoped  for 
fomething,  which  might  have  had  fome  good  effect.     But, 

to 
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to  my  great  forrow  and   furprize,    I  found,    inftead   of 
the  fame  point  purfued,  a  quite  new    fccne  opened.     A 
new  caufe   is  now  afligned,  of  this  fuppofed  relaxation  of 
difdpline  here,  very  different  from  the  former.     Our  riiUi 
and  Jiatutes,  it  feems,  intended  by  founders  to   be  the  bejl 
prcvifion  for  good  government^    are^    by  alteration    of  times 
and   circumjlances,    become   a    hurt  tQ    the  focieties  by   them 
founded 'i  and  particularly,  the  Jiatutes  dire£iing  the  choicd 
of  a  governour  are   faid    to   have  ruined  the   difdpline  by 
them   intended  to   have  been   perpetually   ejlablijhed.       And 
therefore  the    afftjiance   of  the  legiflature   is   called  in,    to- 
provide  a  remedy  for   this  evil,  and   to  alter ^  and  even  ta 
amdl,  all  fuch  jiatutes  as    this   gentleman   fhall  not   ap- 
prove of.     But  I   humbly  prefume,  that  all  wife  govern- 
ments will  be  very  cautious  how  they  break  in  upon  an- 
cient eftablifhments  ;  will  look  upon  the  wills  of  found- 
ers and  benefadtors,  as   things  facred ;  and  the  interells 
and  privileges  of  thofe  who  claim  under  them,  as   rights 
not   to   be  wantonly  invaded,  upon  every  idle  fuggeftion 
of  imperfection  or  infufficiency.     Another  circumftance 
which  may  deferve  to   be  confidered,  is,  that   the  heads 
and   fellows   of  colleges    are  bound,  by  oath,  to  obfervc 
and  fupport  the  ftatutes  of  their  founders,    and   not   to 
admit    of   any  alteration  in  them.     And  I   doubt   very 
much,    whether  the  legiflature    itfelf,    can  abfolve  men 
from  fuch  oaths.     But  we  are  told,  that   the  authority  of 
parliament  did  once  eff'eiiually  interpofe  to  alter,  and  even   to 
finnull^  all  fuch  jiatutes,  as  feemed  to  them  to  be  a  hur^  to 
religion.     But,  "why  feemed?  were  not  thofe  Jiatutes  reviWy 
a  hurt  to  religion,  in  themfelvcs  fuperftitious  and  unlaw- 
ful }  Did   the  parliament  think  it  proper  to  alter  or  annull 
any  other  }  Fine  logick  indeed  !  Becaufc  unlawful y?^/w/t; 
way  be,    and   have   been   repealed,    therefore  other  fta- 
tutes, no  way  unlawful  or  fuperftitious,  muji  be  repealed, 
only  becaufe  they  fecm  to  this  writer  inexpedient.     But, 
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if  the  founders  of  ancient  colleges  were  now  alive^  the  par* 
llament  zvould  have  their-  thanks^  for  making  fuch  altera- 
tions. But  he  here  takes  one  thing  for  granted,  which 
will  not  be  fo  readily  allowed  him  j  that  our  founders.,  if 
alive  J  would  think  juft  as  he  does.  I  am  rather  afraid, 
that  If  fuch  a  reformation  wss  fet  on  foot,  efptcialJy  if  un- 
der his  direftion,  it  might  be  fuch,  as  would  neither  meet 
with  our  founders  approbation,  nor  deferve  their  thanks. 
And  I  think  I  have  fome  reafon  fo  to  fay,  when  I  con- 
fider  the  particular  point  he  at  prefent  calls  upon  the  legifp 
lature  to  aflift  him  in,  the  ^Iteration  of  the  ftatutes  con- 
cerning the  eleftion  of  our  governours.  Let  us  then  attend 
his  reafonings   on   this  head. 

It  is,  in  the  firft  place,  fuggefted,  that  our  founders 
endowments  were  intended  for  fuch  fcholars  only,  as  Jhould 
need  this  fupport  in  their  education,  and  J})ould  he  found  upon 
examination  to  deferve  it ;  hut  now  fellowjhips  are  rarely 
given  to  fcholars  of  low  condition,  whatever  be  their  merit. 
This  is  a  heavy  and  a  general  charge,  but  not  generally 
true.  It  is,  indeed,  very  difficult  every  where  elfe,  a$ 
well  as  here,  to  prevent  perfons  of  good  fortune  and  lit- 
tle merit  from  fharing,  fometimes,  in  the  rewards  and 
liipports  defigned  for  the  deferving  and  indigent.     But 

Domus  hac  nee  purior  ulla  eji.^ 

Nee   magis  his  aliena  mails ! 

I  believe  there  are  few  places,  where  merit  is  more 
regarded,  or  the  intentions  of  founders  more  religioufly 
obferved,  than  within  thefe  focieties ;  and  I  could  pro- 
jduce   innumerable   inftances,  fome  very  illuftrious  ones, 

to  juflify  my  adertion.     But fuppofmg  his  charge 

were  true ;  what  remedy  will  he  provide  for  it  ?  Our 
prefent  ftatutes  lay  all  pofTible  obligations  upon  the  elec-r 
tors  :  if  they  break  through  them,  I  am  afraid  they  will 

break 
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break  through  any  other  he  can  devlfe.  But,  of  all  re^ 
medles  which  might  be  thought  on,  what  he  has  offered 
is  the  very  worft.  He  would  veft  the  appointment  of 
our  governours  in  other  hands.  And,  pray,  would  not 
every  one,  who  was  concerned  in  appointing,  or  recom- 
mending our  governours,  think  they  had  a  right  to  re- 
commend to  them  candidates  for  fellowfhips  ?  And, 
would  this  be  a  likely  means  of  promoting  perfons  of 

low    condition,    or    diftinguifti'd  merit  ? Another 

thing  fuggefted,  is,  that  colleges  had  formerly  none  or 
few  advowfom  in  their  patronage  ;  that  of  courfe  the  fuccejfton 
was  very  JJow-,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  fellows  grave  and 
ferloiis  men.,  regarding  the  reputation  and  inter eji  of  their  fo- 
dtty,  Iffc,  All  this  is  eafily  faid,  and  as  eafily  anfweredi 
It  is  not  true,  that  the  fuccejfton^  in  ancient  colleges^  was, 
in  their  founders  days,  flower  than  now.  It  appears,  by 
many  of  our  ftatutes  and  regifters,  that  it  was  much 
quicker.  Some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  there,  were,  in- 
deed, feveral  elderly  men  in  feme  of  our  colleges :  and 
then  there  were  great  complaints,  that  perfons,  by  flay- 
ing too  long  here,  contradled  a  fournefs  and  morofe- 
nefsj  or  a  ftupid  indolence,  regardlefs  of  their  own  and 
the  college's  reputation,  intradtable  to  their  governours,^ 
and  little  concerning  themfelves  in  the  good  of  the  fo- 
ciety.  I  muft  own  I  look  upon  fuccefTion  in  a  college 
to  be  as  neceffary  as  circulation  to  the  vital  frame  :  it 
Contributes  to  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  body,  and 
makes  the  founder's  bounty  more  diffufive.  And,  one 
would  think,  that  it  was  no  way  unreafonable,  that 
fome  decent  provifion  fhould  be  made  for  fuch  as  have? 
fpent  their  younger  days  in  attendance  on  their  duty 
here^  and  perhaps,  by  this  very  attendaiKc,  loft  the  op* 
portunity  of  making  their  fortune  elfev/here.  Thisj 
fome  colleges  have  been  enabled  to  do  by  the  furchafe  of 
jfidvoxvfom.     But  even  now,  there  are  fcarce  ar>y  coUejies, 

where- 
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tvheie  a  man  can  expeft  college  preferment  till  he  Is  Carty) 
(many  years  above   the   age    required   for  a   bifliop,  and 
enough,  one  would  think,  to  be   intrufted  with  a  voice 
in  the  election  of  his    head)  and,  in  ?;io/?,  not  till   he  is 
a  great  deal  older.     And  colleges  have  already  been  pre- 
vented from  carrying  this  matter  to  excefs,  by  a  late  adt 
of  parliament,  with  which,  one  might  have  hoped,  this 
gentleman  would   have  been  contented.     On   fuch   fug- 
geilions  as  thefe,  falfe   and   idle  as   they  are,   he  would 
deprive  the  fellows  of  colleges  of  the   right,    vefted   in 
them  by  their  founders,    of  choofmg  their  own  gover- 
nours  ;    the  irus   caufe,    it   feems  in  his   opinion,    of  the 
xuant   of  difcipline   in   this  place.      But,    \'ery  hard   may 
they  juftly  think  it,  that  their  IVell-lFtJ})ers   fhould    at- 
tempt  to  rob  them  of  a  rights  which  their  worft  ene- 
mies have  left  them  in   the   polleflion   of.     In  the  vifi- 
tation  1 648!)  the  very  worft  of  times,  our  members  were 
turned    out  ;    but  neither  were    our    ftatutes    annulled, 
nor  the   colleges   deprived  of   the  power  of  choofmg  their 
CJun  governours^  or   any  of  the   privileges  entrufted  with 
them  by  their  founders.     In  King  James's  time  fuch  a 
thing  was,  in    fome   colleges,  attempted ;  but  we  know 
this  was  one  great  caufc  of  complaint  againft  him,  and 
one  of  the  chief  things  which  haftened  the   ruin  of  that 
unhappy  prince.     And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that, 
in  the  cafe  of  Magdalen  College,  one  pica   infiftcd   on  by 
the  college,  was,  that   they  could   not,  confiftcntly  with 
their  oaths,    admit  a    prefident,    appointed  in  a   differ* 
ent   manner,    than    what   their   founder  had   prefcribedi 
And  what  reafon  can    now   be  offered   for  fo   violent  a 
.  meafure  ?  Have  the  fellows  of  colleges  notorioufly  abufed 
the  truft  repofed   in  them  ?  No  fuch  thing.     Thefe  foci- 
etics  have,  for  fome  ages,  flouriftied,  under  the  methods 
prefcrlbed   by   their  founders  :    every  college  can   point 
out;  from  ihe  eailiA  times  to  the  prefent,  men  of  learm 
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f'ngi  Ihtegrlty,  and  piety,  who  have  prcfided  over  them  i 
and  late,  very  late  inftances  may  be  produced,  of  elections 
made,  without  any  influertce  of  intereft  or  afFe<5tioa, 

[  To  be  continued,  j 


From  the  General   Evening   Post,  Feb.  24,    1750. 

The    OXFORD     LETTER    continued  from 
Thurjday  fennight, 

I  Would  further  obrerve,  that  fome  focietles,  in  botli 
the  Univerfities,  have  governours  appointed  over  them 
by  others :  I  would  afk  then,  whether  thefe  focieties  are 
better  governed  than  mahy  others  are  ;  and  whether  there 
are  not  in  thefe,  as  well  as  in  other  colleges,  complaints 
of  irregularity  and  extravagance  ?  There  is,  in  particular, 
one  college  here,  where  not  only  the  governour  was  not 
<^hofc  by  his  fellows,  but  has  had  the  making  of  his 
own  ftatutes  :  can  it  t'hen  be  faid,  that  even  this  di- 
ftinguifhed  foclcty  flourifhes  more  than  any  other ;  or,  is 
freer  from  all  reproaches  of  this  kind,  than  any  of  its 
neighbours  ?  If  not,  then  it  is  plain,  that  our  friend  hath 
quite  miftakcn  the  caufc  of  the  malady,  and  that  \\t  is 
ho  proper  perfon  to  apply  to  for  a  remedy.  I  couKl 
wifh,  too,  that  our  friend  had  told  U5  where  he  would 
pliice  his  power  of  appointing  our  gov^fnours  :  T  believe 
he  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  name  any  methods  which 
iVould  not  be  liable  at  lca{l  to  equal  objetftions^  and  fub- 
jtil  to  C'jjual  abufes  with  the  pref«snt.     Woul«i  he  place 
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fiis  power  in  the  crown  ?  Far  be  it  from  rile  to  cait: 
any  inviJuous  refle«5lions  on  thofc,  who  are,  or  may  bc^ 
fecommended  to  royal  favour ;  but  I  fhall  take  the  li- 
berty to  fay,  as  an  Englifhman,  that  this  would  throw  fo 
much  power  into  the  crown*  and  create  fuch  a  depcnd- 
ance  here  as  no  lovef  of  his  country  would  wifli  to  fee. 
And,  as  an  academick,  I  may  queftion,  whether  gover- 
nours,  depending  on  great  men  for  their  places  herc^ 
and  feeking  after  higher  (for  moft  of  our  headfhips  arc 
but  poor  preferments)  would  be  more  likely  to  attend 
the  duties  of  their  ftation,  regard  the  reputation  and  intereji 
of  their  fccieties,  and  revere  the  opinion  of  the  Univerfity-y 
than  men,  who  have  been  long  refident  here,  Vcrfed  in 
college  bufin^fs,  and  acquainted  with  the  flatutes,  rules 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Univerfity,  and  their  refpetStivc  foci- 
eties  ?  Or,  would  fuch  perfons  be  more  likely  to  reme- 
dy the  abufes  he  complains  of?  to  revive  difcipUne  •,  to 
recommend  plain  diet,  fohiety^  and  frugality,  by  their 
authority  or  example  ?  I'hc  like  objsdions  will,  1  appre-' 
hend,  in  fome  meafure,  affetH:  any  new  fchcme  which 
may  be  propofed.  But  'tis  a  fault  incident  to  little  minds, 
and  warm  imaginations^  when  they  fee  imperfedions  in 
old  eftablifhments,  (and  no  human  eftablifliment  is  with- 
out) or  negligence,  or  abufes,  in  thofe  entrufted  with 
power,  (and  fuch  oftences  will  come,  as  long  as  men 
are  men)  thev  are  immediately  for  tearing  up  founda- 
tions, and  think  to  remedy  all  defects  by  fome  new  regu- 
lations of  their  own  devifing,  but  never  reflect,  or  con- 
fider^  whAt  difficulties  or  dangers  may  attend  the  attempt^ 
©r  what  inconveniencies  their  own  favourite  fchcme  may 
be  liable  to. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  aficed,  are  you  afraid  then  of  aU 
enquiries  ?  Arc  you  averfe  to  all  reformation,  and  angry 
with  any  friend  who  propofes  it?  By  no  means.  But  I 
rnuft  be  excufed,  if  I  cauiKit  think  this  writer  has,  either 
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in  the  time,  the  manner,  or  the  matter  of  this  his  applica- 
tion to  the  publick,  (hewn  either  his  affeSlion  or  duty  t<t 
the  Utiiverjity.  Nor  do  we  feel  fuch  dijhefs  as  he  would 
reprefent  us  under,  or  think  there  are  any  irregularities 
here,  but  what  may  be  reformed  without  new  modelling 
our  ftatutes-  There  are  ftatuteable  and  legal  methods  of 
remedying  fuch  abufes  as  may  creep  in  here.  The  heads 
and  officers  of  colleges  are  obliged,  by  their  oaths,  to 
prevent  and  reform  them.  If  they  are  oppofed  by  the 
other  fellows,  they  may  call  in  the  vifitor's  afliftance  : 
if  thefc  won't  do  their  duty,  any  fellow  may  complain 
to  him ;  if  none  will  complain,  the  vifitor  by  his  own 
authority  may  vifit,  emjuire  Into,  and  reform  all  abufes. 
And  with  regard  to  the  inereafe  of  expences  here,  as 
fome  regulations  have  already  been  m.ade,  fo  I  am  credi- 
bly informed,  that  the  governours  in  both  the  Univer- 
fities  have  it  under  confideratlon,  how  they  m^y  put  a 
ftop,  if  poflible,  to  this  evil,  by  fome  new  and  more  ef- 
fe»StuaI  injunctions.  But  till  fuch  methods  have  been 
tried,  and  found  infufficlent,  'tis  moft  amazing  that  any 
one,  who  calls  himfelf  a  Well-JVijher  to  this  UniverJitVy 
fhould  fancy  it  his  duty,  or  think  himfelf  at  liberty,  with- 
out any  previous  application  to  the  proper  perfons  con- 
cerned, to  make  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  publick,  and 
fall  in  the  ajijiatice  of  the  legijlatiirt-. 

OXONIENSIS, 

[To  be  continued,  if  cccajicn  fnciJd  te  given,] 
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WELL-WISHERS 

TO      THE 

University    of    O    X  F  O    R    D. 


NUMBER     UI. 

IF  it  be  defireable  that  young  men  reforting  to  the 
Univerfity  for  education  fhould  live  there  quietly^  Jlu- 
dioujly^  virtuoujly^  and  religioujly ;  at  an  expence  that 
will  not  be  grievous  to  their  parents  j  and  under  tutors  of 
fuch  JkilU  and  diligence^  and  fidelity^  as  that  no  parent 
fhall  be  tempted  to  fend  his  fon  abroad  for  better  im- 
provements than  may  be  bad  at  home,  to  the  great 
difcredit  of  the  Vniverfitics  of  this  kingdom,  and  profufe 
consumption  of  our  money  in  foreign  countries  which 
fhould  circulate  in  our  otvn^  we  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
thefe  ends  cannot  pofiibly  be  obtained  without  a  va- 
riation from  the  prefent  conjiitutions  of  colleges  in  fome 
refpedls. 

By  the  conjlituiions  of  colleges  in  Oxford^  excepting 
thcfe  of  Chriji-Chwch  and  Hertford,  the  fellows  have, 
as  hath  already  been  obferved,  the  choice  of  their  own 
^overnours.  The  mifchiefs  that  often  have  attended, 
and^^e -^pften  //Xv/k  to  mtzn^  fuch  a  choice,  are  thefe. 

On 
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Qn  the  prqfpeSi  of  a  vacancy  in  the  lodgings,  though  a 
dljiant  one,  there  will,  naturally,  be  going  forvi'ard  in- 
trigues, and  artful  managements  unworthy  of  liberal  men, 
and  of  ecclefiafticks  in  particular  ;  U7idue  applications,  fo- 
reign, as  well  as  domeftick,  will  be  made  to  the  elec- 
tors, who,  being  under  the  obligation  of  oaths  to  refpecl 
in  their  choice  the  gxcztcr  fitnefs  for  difcipline,  cannot  in- 
nocently be  applied  to  at  all  ;  and  who  will  often  find 
^hemfelves  dijlrejfed  by  the  different  admonitions  of  grati- 
tude and  confcience,  of  friendftiip  and  duty.  A  foci- 
etj'  inftituted  for  the  promotion  of  piety  and  virtuty  will 
be  divided  into  partus,  which,  inflamed  in  proportion 
to  the  zeal  of  interejled  pa^-ticulars,  will  appear,  for  the 
prefent  at  leail,  if  not  mere  than  appear,  to  have  fufpend- 
ed  all  regard  either  to  piety,  or  virtue.  Mifreprefenta- 
tion,  and  obloquy,  gratuities  and  entertainments,  and  late 
hours,  and  perfunctory  exercifes,  and  filent  ftatutes,  till 
an  election  fhall  be  made,  are  the  privilege  of  thofe, 
who  can  be  ufeful,  and  will  not  be  fo,  if  they  are  put  out 
of  humour.  So  that,  preparatorily  to  the  choice  of  a  go- 
vernour,  the  fociety  may  be  debauched  to  a  degree,  not 
to  be  brought  again  into  good  order,  for  many  years, 
by  the  hejl  governoury^  chofen,  if  ^«y  governour  yi  cho- 
fen  fhould  in  good  earneft  attempt  it.  And,  after  the 
eleftion  fli^ll  b^  over,  the  heats  and  animofities  that  at- 
tended it  will  continue ;  the  peace  of  the  fociety,  fo  ne- 
cefTary  to  ftudy  and  improvement,  be  clijlurbed\  and,  how 
great  foever  Ihall  have  been  the  difagrcement  between  them, 
they  fhall  )'et  be  obliged  to  live  together. 

At  length  a  govcrnour  is  chofen  by  ^  majority.  Ap- 
parent unanimities  are  founded  in  private  majorities.  We 
can  eafily  conceive  a  majority  in  every  fociety  may  defire 
relaxations  of  difcipline  j  and  may  have  been  inclined,  if 
not  determined,  to  chufc  a  governour,  who,  they  might 
hope,  would  indulge  them  Ln  ivkat  they  defire.     ^^-j^y  wc 

can 
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ran  eafily  conceive  it  not  impofliblc,  but  that  a  candidate, 
ambitious  of  the  hcadllhip,  may  have  been  tempted  to  be^ 
havet  and  to  exprefs  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  beforehand, 
as  to  have  raifed  in  his  eledtors  a  reafonably  well-ground- 
ed expedation  of  fo  much  courtefy,  and  that  he  will 
have  the  honour  not  to  put  in  practice  notions  different 
from  thofe  he  formerly  appeared,  if  not  profejfed,  to  en^ 
tertain  }  and  the  gratitude  likewife  to  remember  the  oh^ 
ligations  he  is  under  to  his  conftituents  ;  who  alfo  may 
have  been  wife  enough  to  choofc  a  perfon  to  prefide  ove;- 
them  of  fo  great  gentlencfs  of  temper,  as  that  he  would 
?iaturally  find  in  himfelf  a  rehUlance  to  proceed  to  any 
anujuaU  however  wholfome^  parts  of  difcipline,  if  he  had 
no  obligation  to  them  ;  and,  of  fo  much  good  fenfe,  a? 
would  enable  him  to  forefee,  that  if,  hereafter,  he  fhould 
make  them  uneafy,  contrary  to  their  expectations,  they 
would  have  it  in  their  power  (fuch  is  the  conftitution  of 
collescs)  to  make  him  more  fo. 

Asain,  we  can  eafily  conceive,  that  a  governour  ^q 
qualify'd,  and  fo  chofen,  will  hardly  carry  his  refentmeni 
lb  far  againfl:  the  minority  that  oppofed  him,  as  to  keep 
ihem  to  the  obfervance  of  thofe  rules  of  their  founder, 
from  which  the  majority  that  chofe  him  are  fet  free  j  and 
that,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  partiality,  inaSiivity 
muft  en(uc.  But  fuppofe  him  equal  in  the  diftribution 
of  pffialties^  if  he  inflict  any^  he  may  yet  be  under  great 
temntation  to  inequality  in  the  diftribution  oi favours  in  his 
power  to  beftow,  and  which  he  will  fin^  it  difficult  to 
vvith-hold  from  a  follicitor  he  is  indebted  to,  however  un- 
worthy. He  muft  fometimes,  if  defired,  fubmit  to  recom- 
mend to  great  perfons  tutors  very  infufficient,  and  to  con- 
nive at  the  mifbehaviour  of  pupils  very  diJJ'oluie,  left  the 
tutors  fhould  be  the  fooner  deprived  of  the  valuable  conji- 
dcrations  they  receive  for  their  fuppofcd  care  of  them.  He 
.niuft  fometimes  fubijiit  to  ajpji  in  convocational  cenfures 

or 
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or  favours,  neither  reafonable  in  themfelves,  nor  war- 
l-anted  by  any  ftatute,  and  againft  his  own  opinion. 

And,  as  the  fellows  have  the  choice  of  their  bead^  they 
may  hope  he  will  be  contented  to  let  them  liave  the  choice 
of  the  feUows  Jikfewife,  as  fellowfhips  become  void  ;  or, 
they  may  ajjumt  it  Whether  he  be  fo  contented  or  no  ;  and, 
previoufly  to  any  examination  oi  fitnefs^  may  agree  a* 
Hiongft  themfelves,  whom  of  their  friends  they  fhail,  in 
their  turns,  makefelioivs  ;  who,  owing  their  obligations  to 
their  eleilors,  may,  afterwards,  be  of  a  party  with  them 
againft  their  governour,  ifj  at  any  time,  he  fhould  be 
found  fo  refraftor)',  as  to  attempt  any  reformation  that 
will  be  difagrecable  to  them. 

But,  fuppofe  a  governour  chofen  in  this  popular  man- 
ner, and,  formerly,  in  a  difpofition  to  comply  with  his 
electors'  expectations  of  libert)'  with  impunity,  fhould, 
at  length)  he  fo  gccd^  as  to  confidcr,  what  his  ftation  re- 
quires of  him,  and  the  obligations  he  is  under,  in  honour 
and  confciencci  to  perform  the  duties  of  it  as  far  as  he  is 
able  ;  and,  having  been  furprized  with  inftances  of  out- 
ragious  mifbehaviour  in  fome  or  other  of  the  fcholars  un- 
der his  care,  fhould  begin  to  reflecl-,  that  nothing  fo  enor- 
mouSi  furely,  would  have  happened,  if  lejer  irregulari- 
ties^ in  his  power  to  have  puniflied,  had  feafonabiy  been 
taicen  notice  of  j  and  that,  in  the  general  eftimate  of  thd 
world,  the  blame  of  what  is  aniifs  in  the  fociety,  will  not 
be  fnared  by  tl>e  fellows  of  it,  but  fall  ivhoUy  upon  him-' 
fclf,  fhould  have  tlie  prtuier.ce  and  the  refolution  to  main" 
tain  a  regular  difciplliie  in  his  college  for  the  future  ; 
yet,  he  would  fuid  himfelf,  by  the  conjiitution  of  his  col^ 
lege,  to  have  not  fufficient  power  to  do  what  he  fo  hs* 
nejily^  and  fo  heroically  intends.  For,  to  many  material 
acts  of  difcipline,  he  mult  have  the  coficurrence  of  certain 
others  of  the  body,  whether  fcniors,  or  officers,  who 
may  not  concur  with  him-     They  may  be  tbnoxivus  them- 
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feh-es,  or  thofe  they  favour  may  be  (o,  if  theirtfelves  al"^ 
innocent. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  founders  of  colleges,  hav- 
ing befought  their  appointed  vifitors,  I>y  the  bowels  of 
fefus  Ckr'ij}^  to  be  watchful  ov^er  the  focieties  by  them  re- 
fpedtively  founded,  and  to  fee  that  their  Jhtutes  fliould 
be  obferved^  had  given  thejn  fufficient  potver  to  do  what 
they  fo  earneftly  defired.  But,  we  arc  aflured^  they 
have  not.  For^  a  vifitor,  by  the  conftitutions  of  colleges, 
generally,  cannot  vifit,  unlefs  he  be  called  upon  to  do  it 
by  a  certain  number,  or  by  a  majority  of  a  certain  num- 
ber, of  the  fellows.  But  a  certain  number,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  thefe,  having  lived  in  great  difregard  to  their  found- 
ers ftatutes,  and  dcfigning  fo  to  live,  would  aflonifh  all 
mankind,  if  they  fbould  call  in  a  vifitor  to  infpedl  their 
own  milbehavioun  Some  vifitors,  indeed,  may  vifit  their 
refpedlive  colleges  once  in  fivie  years^  of  their  own  ac- 
cord. But  their  predeceflbrs  having  for  a  long  time  dif- 
cont'tnued  to  do  this,  if  they  e\'er  did  it,  tliey  will,  na- 
turallv,  be  dif-indincd  to  do  it. 

What^  then,  is  to  be  done,  in  order  to  fecure  that 
good  to  the  community^  which  founders  of  colleges  intend- 
ed they  fnould  reap  from  their  beneficence  ?  The  corrunu- 
nity  are  greatly  intereftcd  to  get  this  good  fecured  to 
them,  and  have  even  a  right  to  ufe  all  proper  and  juft 
means  to  get  it  well  fecured.  A  fellow  of  a  college 
hath  not  a  better  right  to  his  founder's  indowment,  than 
the  publick  hath  to  his  good  behaviour.,  manifefted  in  his' 
conformity  to  his  founder's  Hatutes.  And  his  difregard- 
ing  thefe  is  not  only  ingratitude  to  his  lenefaSlor.y  no  other- 
wife  punifhable  than  by  the  very  ill  opinion  all  ferious 
men  will  have  of  him^  but  a  fraud  to  the  publick,  and 
demands  a  difpaffionate,  confidcrate,  and  efFeftual  legal 
coercion.  If  fellows  of  colleges  corform  to  theje  rules,  it 
will   hardly  enter  the  heads   of  independent  members  td 
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franfgrefs  them ;  nor  will  dependent  members,  habitually 
conforming,  fuffer  tranfgrcflions  in  the  Independent.  But 
if  they  depart  from  their  founder's  rules,  who  are  under 
great  oblig::tions  to  him,  they  will  cmlDolden  younger 
fcholars  to  do  fo  too,  who  are  under  no  fuch  obligations. 
And  what  reprchenfion  or  puniflimcnt  have  thefe  to  fear, 
t\'ho  find  that  perfons,  fuperiour  to  them  in  Jlanding  and 
degrse^  are  irregular^  and  yet  go  unpunifhed  and  uncen- 
fured  b\r  their  <T<^verncur?  and  a  g;overnour,  beino- aware 
how  readilv  partiality  will  be  imputed  to  him  if  he  make 
a  difference,  will  not  have  the  courage  to  note  the  irre- 
gularity in  one  which  he  overlooks  in  another ;  and,  in 
another,  the  more  criminal.,  on  the  very  account  of  his 
fjiperiyur  (landing  and  degree.  For,  of  the  longer  (land- 
ing he  is,  and  the  more  he  hath  drfc:-ved  a  degree,  the 
more  knoii-lrdgc  he  will  be  prefumed  to  ha^e  of  what  is 
duty^  and  of  the  greater  injiucncc  to  error  is  likely  to  be 
his  example  if  he  difregard  it.  Away  with  all  privilege  in 
any  fellow  of  a  fociety,  whether  fenicr  or  officer^  to  be 
ttegligent  of  his  duty  to  God,  or  regardlefs  of  his  found- 
er's inftitutions. 

It  ii.',  now,  funmli;t5d  to  the  confideration  oi  f up  cri- 
ers, whether  the  private  good  of  collegiate  bodic-s  and 
the  g:od  which  the  pubUck  expeft  from  them,  by  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  the  kingdom  in  reilgion,  arid  vir- 
tue^ and  kar/;iKg,  at  a  moderate  experuc,  may  not  heft 
be  fecured,  l.y  releafmg  thefe  focietie>  from  the  clioice 
of  their  refpccti\c  govcrnoiir:>  made  hv  themfelves, 
and  by  placing  the  fame  in  other  h?nds  limited  al- 
ways to  the  ci\oice  of  one  oac  of  tlieir  own  bodie? 
refpcdlivelv- 

The  perfon  io  cliofen  being  cne  of  tiie  body,  there 
will  be  the  fame  preferment  for  a  H'orthy  member  of  it 
which  the  founder  h-tended.  He  will  be  c/,v,  who  of 
touiie  v/ill  unJcr.^and  ill  the  lufirufs  of  tl.e  ccllc^e,  and 
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will  naturally  have  an  affeSfion  for  it.  One,  who  hav- 
\n<y  no  chligation  to  any  under  his  government,  will,  if 
he  be  either  wife  or  good,  be  indifferent  to  all.  One, 
who  can,  now,  have  no  reluctance  to  fee  that  his 
founder's  Jlatutes  are  obferved ;  nay,  who  muft,  now, 
have  fome  relutflance  to  forbear  to  fee  that  they  are  ob- 
ferved ;  for,  if  they  are  not,  men  will  know  for  certain 
where  to  lay  the  blame.  He  hath,  now,  "  a  face  to 
**  be  afhamed  that  may  be  difcernecl.^''  And  it  cannot, 
fure,  be  more  than  a  reafonable  aid  to  him  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,  that  he  be  allowed  to  ha\'e  a  necef- 
fary  voice  m  the  election  of  all  future  fcholars  and  fellows 
of  the  college ;  and  in  the  appointnKnt  of  the  officers  in 
it  J  and  In  the  difpofal  of  the  livings  and  preferments  be- 
lonfrino'  to  it ;  and  the  fole  nomination  of  the  tutors  to  be 
intruded  with  the  care  of  the  youth  reforting  to  his  college 
for  improvements  in  learning  and  virtue.  The  abufe  of 
thefe,  or  of  any  of  thefe  powers  in  the  governour,  to  be 
cognifahle  by  the  vifitor,  and  by  him  to  be  reformed.  The 
vifitor  to  be  obliged  to  vifit,  by  himfelf  or  his  commiflary, 
once  in  five  years,  and  at  liberty  to  vifit  oftener,  if  he 
fliall  think   fit. 


VT'o  be  continued.,  "joith  obfervations  on  certain  paffages 
in  Letters  ivritten  to  the  Wcll-Wiihers.] 
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From  the  General  Evening  Post,  jlpril  12,   1750. 
WELL-WISHERS 

TO      THE 

University    of    O    X  F  O    R    D. 

NUMBER     IV. 

UNDER  this  Number  we  fliall  confider,  as  we  pro- 
pofed,  certain  pajfages  in  one  or  other  of  our  cor- 
refponclent's  letters,  written,  we  prefunie,  rather  to  in^ 
gratiate  himfelf  with  the  fellows  of  colleges,  than  to 
prove  the  power  they  have  to  choofe  their  own  govern- 
ours,  an  uj'eful  inftitution. 

I.  He  afks,  "  Have  the  fellows  of  colleges  NOTORI- 
*'  o\j SLY  obufed  the  trujl  rcpofed  in  them  ?"'  and  thus  an- 
fwers  his  own  queftion,  *'  Nofuch  thing." 

To  this  we  reply,  feme  fuch  thing  notorioujly  in  the 
year  171 — ,  in  the  year  171 — ,  in  the  ye^r  171 — ,  in 
the  year  171 — ;  in  the  year  172 — ,  in  the  year  172 — , 
in  the  year  172 — ,  in  the  year  172 — ,  in  the  year  172 — ; 
in  the  year  173 — ,  in  the  year,  &c.  It  is  really  a  grief  to 
us  to  find  ourfelvcs  under  a  necejjity  of  faying  any  thing  on 
tills  head  j  our  inclination  not  being  to  reflect  upon  any 
E  2  particular 
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particular  perfon  or  college,  but  to  reform  the  Umverfity.. 
However,  we  choofe  to  fay  as  little,  and  that  little  in  as 
obfcure  a  manner,  as  we  can  :  and,  we  hope,  our  corref-, 
pondent  will  not  oblige  us  to  be  more  plain,  nor  to  fay 
all  that  we  know  that  is  naughty  of  this  matter  ;  and,  at 
this  time  too,  when,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  every  bodv  is 
goiiig  to  be  very  good. 

2.  *'  Thcfe  focieiies  have,  for  fome  ages,  FLOURISHED, 
'*  under  the  methods  [of  choofuig  their  own  governours] 
*'  prefcribed  by  their  founder  s."" 

IVe  obferv'c,  that  the  word  flourifned,  is  an    ambigu- 
ous term,  and  may  fignify,    either  in   virtue,  or  in   num- 
ber ;    and   think  it   will  be  time  enough  to   fay  fome- 
thing  to  this  paffage,  when  our  correfpondcnt  fhall  be 
.more   explicite. 

% 

3.  *'  Every  college  can  point   out,  from  the  carlicfl  times 

*■''  to  the  prefent,  men  of  learning,  integrity,  and  piety,  who 
"  prefided  over  them.'" 

We  anfwer,  that  every  college,  if  they  are  fo  pleafedj, 
can  point  out  men  chofen  by  themfelves  to  prefide  over 
them,  of  a  very  different  character;  that  learning,  integrity, 
and  piety,  are  not  all  the  qualifications  requiilte  in  a  go- 
Vernour  of  a  college,  though,  perhaps,  all  that  he  wiH 
ever  have  room  in  that  fituation  to  difplay ;  that  nothing 
of  what  our  correfpondent  afferts,  can  be  known  from  the 
tarliefi  times,  but  by  hiftory,  or  tradition,  and  may  pofli- 
bly,  not  be  true  ;  and  that,  if  never  fo  true,  the  times  are 
changed  ;  and  later  times  may  want  that  provifion  for 
♦ood  difcipline,  which  earlier  did  not  need. 

4.  "  And  late,    very  late    inflances   may  le  produced  0^ 
:>:^.   ■  :j.  :u   ■.-        .■  ■    -      ^^  defiions 
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*<  eknions  ?nade  [by  fellows  of  colleges]  ivithout  any.  infiu^ 
"  encc  of  inter cjl  or  affcSIion.'^ 

We  believe  as  much,  but  arc  at  a  lofs  to  know, 
•yvhat  this  is  brought  to  prove^  fince  oth^r  confiderations, 
not  very  laudable,  may  influence  eledlors  as  well  as  /'«- 
tereji  or  affe5lion.  But  wc  will  fuppofc  the  utmoft  he  can 
defire  to  be  underftood  to  mean,  viz.  that  late^  very  late 
inftances  may  be  pipduced  of  eleclions  made  by  fellows? 
of  colleges,  not  only  without  any  injluence  of  intereft  or 
afFc(5lion,  but  with  real  bcUcf  alfo,  that  the  men  they 
chofe  had  all  the  propex.  qualifications  for  the  government 
of  a  college  :  yet  what  he  would  infer  from  hence, 
that,  fince  fellows  of  colleges  have  chofen  fo  we]!  iii 
thcfc  inftances,  furely,  fellows  of  colleges  are  fit  to  be 
truited  with  the  choice  of  their  own  governours  for  e-vsr^ 
will  not  readily  be  admitted.  We  beg  leave  to  con- 
fidcr  this  argument,  i.  In  a  late  inftancc.  2.  In  a 
n^ery  late  one. 

I.  We  readily  allow,  that  the  fellows  of  a  college,  ir^ 
a  late  inftance,  did  themfelves  great  honour  in  choofinoc 
for  their  head,  a  good  fcholar,  an  ingenious  man,  of  fine 
temper,  fine  behaviour,  and,  what  comes  home  to  the 
prefent  purpofc,  a  perfon  excellently  qualified^  and  ex- 
tremely well  difpofcd  to  maintain  a  regular  difcipline  in  thq 
college,  to  the  government  of  which  he  was  chofen  ;  and 
efpecially,  as  they  did  this  without  influence  of  intercjl^  as 
that  term  means,  without  any  fellow's  receiving  a  confulera-' 
tioii  for  his  vote;  and  without  influence  oi affe6lion.y  as  that 
term  imports,  without  preference  of  a  lefs  worthy  to  a  more 
worthy  competitor  thro'  friendfhip.    But  then  we  fay  thus  : 

If,  that  the  fellows  of  this  college  did  lately  choofe  for 
their  head,  a  perfon  excellently  qualifiedy  and  extremely 
well  difpofed  to  rnaintain  a  regular  difcipliiie   ui  the   faid 

college. 


(  38  ) 

college,  without  any  influence  of  hitereft  or  affeSflon^  be 
allowed  to  be  a  good  argument,  why  the  fellows  of  col- 
\c9Lts  Jhould  he  trufted  with  the  exercife  of  this  power  for 
ever;  then,  that  the  fellows  oii\\cfrme  college  did,  in  the 
eleftion  preceding,  chocfe  for  tlieir  head,  a  perfon  the 
moft  unqualijied^  and  the  moft  undifpofed  to  maintain  a 
regular  difcipline  in  the  faid  college,  that  was  ever  elect- 
ed by  ajiy  fellows  of  any  college  ;  and  thro'  fo  great  in- 
fluence of  interej},  as  ended  in  the  death  of  his  more 
vjorthy  competitor,  and  in  the  indeiiable  infamy  of  an 
elector  bribed  to  forego  his  folemnly  repeated  promifes,  and 
long  profefTed  frier,  djhip^  muft  be  allo'.ved  ro  be  as  good 
an  argument,  wh)'  the  fellow  of  coHeges  fnould  not  be 
trufted  with  the  cxcrcifs  of  ti\:t  pov/er  for   ever. 

2.  We  will  confiJer  this  argument,  in  a  very  late  in- 
ftancc.  We  allow  the  perfon  very  lately  chofen  by  the 
/ellows  of  this  college  for  their  head,  to  be  a  perfon  of 
learning,  integrity,  and  piety,  and  to  have  been  chofen 
without  influence  of  inter ejl  or  affeSlion,  which  is  all  that 
our  correfpondent  feems  to  require  in  a  governour :  but 
we  will  be  more  liberal  to  this  gentleman,  and  allow  him 
alfo,  to  be  well  qualified  in  other  refpecfts  for  the  govern*- 
ment  of  the  college,  and  well  difpofed  to  maintain  a  regu- 
lar difcipline  in  it ;  meaning,  by  this  term,  a  difcipline 
according  to  the  founder's  rules  ;  for  no  other  is  regular. 
And  we  allow  further,  that  our  correfpondent's  argu- 
ment, for  continuing  to  fellows  of  colleges  the  choice  of 
their  ouyn  governours,  is  much  ftrongcr  in  this  inftance, 
than  in  the  other,  fmce  we  do  not  remember  any  one 
perfon  chofen  to  be  the  governour  of  this  college,  who 
was  not  worthy  to  be  fo.  And,  moreover  we  think  it  not 
unlikely,  that  the  eledors  in  this  college,  (fenior  fellows, 
jmd  few  in  number)  will  continue  to  do  themfelves  the 
credit  cf  chooflng  a,  worthy  man  to  prefide  over  them.. 

What 
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What  occafion  is  there,  then,  may  the  reader  lay,  t<j 
put  the  nomination  of  the  head  of  this  college  into  other 
hands  ?  Why,  none  at  all,  unlcfs  there  be  a  variation  alfo 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  college  in  this  further  refpedi, 
that  the  head,  they  (hall  nominate,  have  power,  of  /;//«- 
Jl'/f,  to  maintain  the  difcipline  intended  by  the  founder. 
For,  unlefs  he  have  this  power,  and  the  free  exercife  of 
it,  it  is  not  very  material,  who  choojes,  or  who  is  chofen  the 
head  of  this,  or  any  other  college  conftitutcd  like  this. 
The  e^e^  will  be  the  fame,  whether  he  be  excellently 
^ualifcd  for  the  government  of  the  college,  or  not  at  all. 
For,  he  will  be  found  to  be  a  head  only,  and  not  a  go- 
vernour.  A  head,  without  whom,  his  eteSfors  can  nei- 
ther fet  a  fine,  nor  let  a  Icafe  j  but  not  a  governour  to 
maintain  the  difcipline  intended  by  the  founder*  For,  if 
the  confcnt  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  elecStors  be  neceffary 
to  every  g£1  of  difcipline  he  would  execute,  that  may  af- 
fect the  lowefl  fcholar ;  and,  particularly,  if  they  havs^ 
or  at  leaft  exercife  feparate  powers  from  him  j  and  can  do, 
or  at  leaft  do  do  what  they  approve  without  his  confent, 
tho',  at  the  fame  time,  w^hat  he  approves  will  have  no 
eftedl  without  theirs,  they  are  the  governours  of  the  col- 
le^e  and  not  he.  And,  what  then  fhould  hinder  them 
from  doing  themfelves  the  credit  of  choonng  a  valuahh 
man  to  prefide  over  them,  when  they  will  f}ill  be  as 
fafe  from  the  exercife  of  any  power  in  liim  which  thej 
may  not  like,  as  if  they  had  chofen  a  perfon  to '  this  of- 
fice, the  molt  indolent  and  itfignifcant  ?  What  is  defircdj 
therefore^  in  a  head,  is,  that  liC  fhculJ  be  a  governour  ; 
that,  being  cliofcn  to  prefide  over  a  focicty  of  fchobrs 
for  the  advancement  of  rtllidon  and  learning,  either  in 
this  college,  or  any  other,  he  fliould  have  .  fufficient  poiver 
to  maintain  a  regular  difcipli.ae  for  thefe  ends,  v/ithout 
afking  the  conjcnt  of  thyfe,  who,  as  it  may  happen,  ma-/ 
themjclvas  be  mofl  ii'i'.'^uhr,^   and  the    caufe   of  Infmite 

irregulaiitieifr 
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irregularities  in  others.  Whereas,  if  the  great  cry  ao-aiiifi 
the  Univerfity  be  zvant  of  difcipline  ;  and  the  o-eneral 
wifli  be  the  rejioratton  and  mahitenance  of  difcipline  ;  and 
the  valuable  man  they  have  cho/en  for  their  governoiir^ 
cannot  rejlore  it,  and  maintain  it  without  their  leave  ;  and 
they  not  vvilHng  to  forego  one  appetite  to  fave  the  Uni- 
verfity from  ruin,  will  not  give  leave  ;  this  valuable  man 
hath  only  the  r,a?ne  of  governour  transferred  to  him  from 
his  electors,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  is  the  hufband's  to 
the  wife,  without  any  pcwcr  in  her  to  regulate  his  con- 
duel  if  he  Tnould  happen  to  have  any  ill  habits.  For 
this  reafon  one  of  the  perfons  fo  chofen,  a  ferious,  con- 
fcientious,  tender  man,  having  accepted  the  headfliip  of 
this  college  over  night,  and  hnding  the  difficulties  of 
doing  any  thing  fatisfacfcrily  to  his  own  mind,  appear 
greater  as  they  approached  nearer^  refigned  it  the  next 
morning.  And  the  late  head,  a  very  wife^  and  a  very 
good  man,  if  ever  there  was  any  ;  and  as  well  qualified,' 
and  difpofed  to  maintain  a  regular  difcipline  in  the  col- 
le2;e,  as  any  man  that  ever  was  chofen  head  of  this  or 
any  ether  college  ;  and  v/ith  refpect  to  his  own  condutStj 
whether  as  a  private  governour^  or  a  publick  magijlrate^ 
never  ahfent  from  any  place  of  duty,  of  any  kind,-  v/hilfl 
he  was  able  to  crawl  to  it,  hath  been  frequently  heard  to 
lament  the  little  poiver  he  had  to  regulate  certain  difor- 
ders  in  his  college  which  it  was  tnifery  to  him  to  fee.  Andy 
\ve  are  of  opinion,  that,  if  this  new  bride^  who  (in  terms 
a  little  upon  the  fcold^  which  is  natural)  is  fo  forward  to 
take  her  hufband's  part  (a  good  fort  of  man  in  the  m.ain,  as 
the  v/orld  goes,  tho',  perhaps,  not  altogether  fo  innocent 
as  fhe  would  have  it  believed)  faouid  have  tried  to  make 
him  better.^  in  a  way  that  he  had  not  befen  vfed  to,  and 
would  h.2.\cfurpri-zed  him,  hov/evcr  reafonable,  fhe  would 
have  been  taken  down  in  her  wedding  fhoes.  And  tho' 
it  may  be  true,  that  there  have  been  fume  regulations  \ri 
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die  family,  fince  this  pcrfon  came  into  It,  wiih  refpecfl  td 
ceconomy  ;  and  that  certain  expences,  grievous,  and  dif^ 
reputable,  and,  which  is  all  Ia  all,  no  longer  acceptable  to  the 
cledlors  themfelves,  have  been  reduced  ;  yet  if  this,  or  any 
eiher  governour  fhould  try  to  Jhut  his  college  gates  at  the 
founder's  hour,  (a  rule  to  be  obferved  by  the  ftatutes  of  the 
Univerjtty,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  college)  or  to  oblige  the 
fellows  of  the  fociety,  ?najiers  of  arts,  and  in  holy  erders^ 
to  the  fame  diligent  attendance  at  the  chapel  prayers,  as 
before  they  had  taken  this  degree  ;  or  to  revive  the  divinity 
difputations  which  they  have  determined  to  difcontinue  ; 
or,  to  require  they  fhould  ftand  to  commons  twice  a  day 
in  their  publick  refectory,  and  vary  the  hour  oi f upper,  as 
they  have  done  that  of  dinr.er,  we  are  perfuaded,  he  would 
'vivA  fuch  difHculties  in  the  attempt,  as  he  would  never  be 
able  to  J'urmount  without  ajjijlance. 

Our  ccrrefpondent,  then,  may  know,  that  our  excep- 
■ion  is  not  to  the  men  fo  lately  chofen  by  the  fellows  of 
their  fcveral  colleges,  (for,  if  the  heads  of  other  colleges 
had  had  the  nomination  to  the  vacant  headfliips,  the  incn^ 
very  likely,  would  have  been  the  fame]  ;  nor  have  we  any 
exceptions  to  the  men  chofen  governours  ot'  other  college^ 
in  like  manner,  who  for  their  parts,  and  learning,  and 
fobriet}',  are  as  valuable  a  fet  of  men,  as  any  we  ever  re* 
member  in  their  ftations  ;  but  our  exception  is* to  their  de" 
piiidence  upon  their  electors,  to  tJieir  want  of  po'u.'cr  to 
execute  their  founders' ^^7.'t//fj.  'Till  they  ihall  be  fur- 
nifl:ed  with  this,  men  of  half  tlicir  lalue  in  their  places^ 
arc  abundantly  fufficicnt  for  the  btifincfs  of  feeing  and  la- 
menting irregularities  in  their  own  focicties  which  they 
cannot  remedy.  Ar.d  it  v.'juld  always  be  a  lefs  pitiable 
thing  to  have  infignihcant  men  ufed  infigniticanrly,  ihao 
worthy  men  unv/arthiiy.  And  now,  we  think  it  not 
more  reafonable  for  our  cerrefpondent  to  afl:,  whether  thofe,- 
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who  can  choofe  (o  well,  are  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the 
power  to  continue  to  do  it,  than  it  is  for  us,  in  our  turn, 
to  afk,  Whether,  when  they  have  chofen  fo  excellent  men 
for  their  govermurs,  the  fame  yre  not  fit  to  be  trufted  witli 
the  execution  of  their  {onn^cxs  Jiututes  ? 


From  the  General  Evening  Post,  April  ^b,  175^'. 

Tb  the  \V  E  L  L-W I  S  H  E  R  S  to  the  Uni- 
VERSITY   c/^  O  X  F   O  R  D. 


WE  are  readily  difpofed,  gentlemen,  to  believe,  that 
you  are  really  what  you  ftile  yourfeivcs,  and  do 
iona  fide  defire  thofe  good  ends,  which  you  propofe  to 
obtain  by  the  alteration  of  our  founders  flratutes.  But 
there  feems  to  lie  one  great  objedlion  in  your  way,  which 
may  require  a  ferious  and  clear  folution  from  you. 
How  will  even  the  legiflature  itfelf  be  able  to  abfolvc 
men  //:  foro  confcientia  from  tlie  obligation  of  an  oath, 
with  regard  to  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  v/erc  in  all  rcfpe<Slt 
honcjla:  &  lic'ita  at  the  time  when  they  took  it ;  efpccially 
if  there  be  a  claufc  in  it,  thiit  they  fhall  not  accept  of  a 
difpenfatioa  from  any  power  whatfoever  r 

S.  D.  F.  V/.  &c. 
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From  the  Whitehall  Evening  Post,  May^^  ^7S^- 

To   the    A  U  T  H  O  R,    &c. 

S  I  R, 

The  Well-Wisher  to  the  Vmverfity  c/  O  X  F  O  R  D 
having  publijked  No.  III.  and  IV.  you  are  deft.rcd  to  give 
a  place  in  your  paper  to  the  following  letter. 

I  Find  our  Ty^ell-TFi/her  ftill  goes  on  with  his  goodly 
fcheme  of  reformation  :  two  more  papers  we  have 
been  favoured  with,  but  fuch  as  coiitain  httlc  which  may 
require,  or  deferve,  any  farther  notice. 

In  No.  III.  we  have  a  long  detail  of  ahufes  and  incon- 
veniences which  n:ay  arifc,  and,  I  fuppofe  he  would  fug- 
gcft,  have  arifen,  from  tiie  prefejit  method  in  moft  colleges 
of  chufing  their  governours.  To  this  it  has  been  already 
anfwered,  that  inconveniences  will  attend  all  hum.an  efta- 
blifhments ;  and  that,  as  long  as  men  are  men,  ahufes 
v/ill  creep  in,  under  any  regulations  which  the  wifeft 
man  can  contrive,  or  the  moft  whimfical  imagine.  U, 
indeed,  all  power  is  to  be  taken  away,  which  cither  has 
been,  or  may  be,  abufed,  there  will  be  no  power  left  fub- 
fifting.  I  farther  urged,  that  in  the  prefcnt  method  of 
election,  the  ftatutes  lay  all  pofTible  obligations  upon  the 
electors,  to  choofc  for  their  govcrnour  a  perfon  every  way 
ijualihed,  and  that  if  they  break  through  thefe,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  the)',  or  any  other  pcrfons,  cntruftcd  with  the 
Aimc  power,  v.'ill   break  tlirough  anv  others  that  can  be 
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devifed.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  fellows  of  colleges 
are  better  acquainted  Avith  the  characters  and  abilities  of 
thofe  who  have  been  bred,  and  lived  amongft  them,  than 
any  other  perfon  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  ;  that  they  are 
not  only  under  the  ftricleft  obligation  of  oaths  to  choofe 
a  worthy  perfon,  but  that  their  own,  and  their  fociety's 
credit  and  interefl:  is  concerned  in  the  choice.  I  alfo 
called  upon  our  Well-JViJbcr  to  tell  us,  in  what  hands 
he  would  place  this  power ;  which,  v,  hen  he  thinks  fit  to 
do,  1  will  promife  to  furnifli  him  Avith  as  long,  and  as 
black,  a  lift  of  may-be  s^  as  what  he  has  given  us.  But 
this  he  has  very  wifely  declined. 

In  No.  IV.  he  has  favoured  us  with  a'^fcrvatlons  on 
certain  paJJ'ages  in  his  correfpondent' s  letters.  A  \xry  proper 
title  this  !  he  has  fingled  out  three  or  four  pafTages,  which 
he  has  honoured  with  his  olifervqtions,  and  left  the  reft 
wholly  unanfwered,  and  untouched.  I  exprefled  my  fur- 
prize,  that  he  fhould  chufe  this  time  particularly  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  publick,  when  there  had  been  fo  lately  a 
general  outcry  againft  us  ;  and  that  he  fliould  do  this  in 
iiich  reproachful  and  injurious  terms,  as  little  became  the 
title  he  afilimes  of  our  JVell-Wijloer.  But  he  has  not  been 
pleafed  to  vindicate  this  ftrange  method  of  procedure,  or 
to  retratTt  fuch  haPry  and  grounolefs  cenfures. 

With  regard  to  his  fcheme  of  placing  the  ele6^ion  of 
our  governours  in  other  hands,  I  obferved,  that  the  fug- 
gefiions,  on  which  he  would  found  the  neceiiity  of  this  al- 
teration, were  falfe :  that  neither  was  there  fo  little  regard 
paid  to  merit  in  our  elections,  as  he  would  pretend  ;  nor 
was  the  fuccefiion  quicker  now  than  in  our  founder's  days, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  flower.  To  this  we  have  not  one 
Word  of  anfwer. 

I  obferved,  that  the  v/iils  of  founders  and  benefactors 
had  alv.'ays  been  looked  upon  as  things  facred ;  and  that 
thofe,    v/ho  claim  uiidtr  them,  had  as  good  title   to  the 

rights 


(  45  ) 

rights  and  privileges  vefted  in*  them  by  their  founder,  as 
any  man  has  to  any  le^a!  pofTeffion  ;  and  that  the  heads 
and  fellows  of  colleges  were  bound  by  oath  to  obferve  and 
fupport  the  ftatutes  of  their  founders,  and  not  to  admit 
of  any  alteration  in  them.  To  all  this  again,  he  fays 
never  a  word. 

I  afked,. Whether  fuch  colleges  in  thefe  Univerfities,  as 
had  not  tlie  choice  of  their  own  governours,  were  better 
governed  than  many  others  are ;  and.  Whether  there  were 
fewer  complaints  of  irregularity  and  extravagance  here, 
tlian  elfcwhere  ?  But  this  he  will  not,  or  rather  cannot  fay, 
W^hat  I  have  faid  therefore,  in  mofl  of  the  material  points, 
{lands  in  full  force  againft  him  ;  only  one  point  he  has 
thought  fit  to  contell,  and  that  one  we  fhall  foon  fee  him 
giving  up. 

I  have  indeed  a  moft  formidable  adverfary  to  deal  with. 
He  has  not  only,  as  he  imagines,  difcovercd  who  his  cor* 
refpondent  is,  but  he  can  fee  into  his  heart,  and  penetrate 
his  intentions  ;  v/hich,  it  feems,  are  rather  to  ingratiate  him- 
Jclfuith  the  fellows  of  colleges,  than  to  prove  the  power  they 
have  to  choofe  their  own  governours  an  ufcful  injlitiition.  But 
to  let  this  pafs,  and  come  to  his  ohfervations.  I  denied  that 
tlie  fellows  of  colleges  had  notorioufly  abufed  the  truft  repo- 
fed  in  them.  To  this  he  vz^Wqs,  fome  fuch  thing  notorioufly  in 
the  year  171  — ,  in  the  year  I'jl  — >  ^c.  and  he  hopes  I  will  not 
oblige  him  to  he  more  plain. — By  no  means :  I  would  not  lay 
him  under  a  necejjity  ofjaying  any  thing  on  this  head,  which 
when  he  has  faid,  it  will  be  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  Let 
us  view  the  thing  in  a  like  cafe.  Suppofe  a  JVell-JViJher  to 
our  conftitution  fliould  take  it  into  his  head,  that  the 
Crown  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  nominating  the 
judges  and  the  bifliops ;  might  he  not  argue  juft  in  the 
fame  maimer  ?  Might  not  he  p'Mnt  out  unworthy  perfons, 
who  have  been  preferred  to  thefe  high  pofts,  and  naughty 
things  that  he  l:ncw,  or  fancied  lie  knew,  of  this  matter,  in 
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the  year  171 — ,  172 — ,  173 — ,  &c  ?  And  might  not  he 
furnifh  out  a  whole  page  of  poflible  abufes  of  this  power  ? 
And  when  he  has  done,  what  would  this  be  to  the  purpofe? 

I  cannot  think,  therefore,  I  have  any  occafion  to  vindi- 
cate every  eleiflion  which  has  been  made  here  for  thefe  40 
or  50  years  :  fufficient  to  my  purpofe  is  it,  if  the  eleilors 
have  generally  chofe  perfons  properly  qualified  for  this  of- 
fice ;  and  that  they  have  done  fo,  we  fhall  foon  fee  our 
JVcll-Wifocr  himfelf  owning. 

Again  :  whereas  I  had  aflerted,  that  thefe  focieties  had 
for  fome  ages  flourifhed  under  thefe  methods,  &c.  he  ob- 
ierves,  that  the  tuord  Jiourijloed  is  a?:  ambiguous  term.,  and  may 
fignify  either  in  virtue  or  in  iiumber.  I  am  really  a  ftranger 
to  fuch  chicaneries  :  I  never  yet  looked  upon  any  college 
^.?,  fiourifioing^  unlefs  good  learning,  and  good  manners,  and 
whatever  elfe  is  commendable  and  praife-worthy,  did 
therein  abound.  Much  the  like  little  exceptions  he  makes 
in  the  two  next  articles.  I  give  him  then  full  leave  to 
amend  my  propofitions  :  to  learnings  integrity^  and  fidy^ 
.he  may  add  every  other  qualification,  which  he  himfelf 
may  think  requifite  in  a  governour  ;  and  when  I  fpeak  of 
elections  being  made  without  any  influence  of  interejl  or 
iiffeSfiGn\f  I  would  be  underftood  to  exclude  every  other 
corrupt  motive  he  can  imagine  ;  and  I  leave  him  to  com- 
bat thefe  mv  aflertions  in  thefe  full  and  explicit  terms,  I  can 
afliire  him  I  never  m.eant,  or  thought  of,  any  fuch  evafions; 
and  only  beg  leave  to  put  him  in  mind  of  an  excellent  fay- 
jn'r  of  one,  whofe  opinion  and  judgment,  I  have  reafon  to 
believe,  will  be  of  great  weight  with  our  Well-Wijher^  I 
mean  the  prefent  very  worthy  Principal  of  Hertford-Col- 
lege : That,  next  to  the  meannnefs  of  being  guilty  of  fuch 

title  chicaneries,  is  the  incannefs  of  imputing  them. 

OXONIENSI3, 

r  To  be  continued.  J 
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/>5/;j  M/ Whitehall  Evening  Post,  May  19,  1750. 


Jt  continuation  of  the  LETTER  fignd  OXONIENSIS 
in  our  paper  of  the  %th  injiant. 

WE  come  now  to  our  JVell-JViJhers  fourth  article  of 
obfervations.  I  have  faid,  that  late,  very  late,  in- 
Jfances  ?night  be  produced  ef  ele^ions  made  by  fellows  of  col" 
leges,  VJithout  any  influence  of  interefi  or  affe6iion.  In  reply 
he  entertains  us  with  a  long  chit-chat  of  elections,  &c. 
in  two  colleges  in  particular.  All  this  I  fliall  make  bold 
to  pafs  over,  and  leave  thofe  to  animadvert  upon,  whom 
it  may  concern  :  all  I  fhall  fay  to  it  is,  that  in  his  fecond 
inftance  moft  of  the  fa£ls  he  advances  are  falfe.  I  never 
indeed  intended  to  point  out  one  or  two  colleges  in  parti- 
cular :  I  had  feveral  late  eledlions  in  my  eye  :  what  I 
would  aflert  is,  that  fellows  of  colleges  in  general,  in  molo 
r)f  our  elections  for  fome  years  paft,  have  made  choice 
of  perfuns  every  way  unexceptionable :  and  in  this  I 
have  the  pleafure  to  have  cur  1Vcll-JP"ifner\  full  concur- 
rence. He  is  fo  good  as  to  acknowledge,  that  the  prefent 
gGvernoun  of  colleges  hert  arey  for  their  parts,  and  learnings 
and  fobriety,  as  valuable  a  fet  of  men  as  any  he  e-ver  remem^ 
bers  in  their  flations  ;  nor  has  he  any  exteption  to  the  men  ft 
kitely  chofen  by  the  fellows  of  their  fe^'tral  colleges  :  nay,  if 
the  heads  of  other  colleges  had  had  the  non.i nation  to  the  vacant 
heaJJJnps,  the  men  very  lihly  ■iLouhl  have  been  the  fame.  He 
fartlier  tell*  us,  tliat  under  the  prelent  conlVitution,  Men 
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4f  half  their  value-,  in  their  plaees,  would  have  been  abu?t- 
dantly- fi.iffiiie»t ;  nor  is  it  very  tnaterial  tuho  choofes.,  or  who- 
is  chofef!,  the  head  of  a  college. 

Thefe  arc  all  the  conceinons  I  could  a(k  ;  all  indeed^ 
and  a  great  deal  more  than  e\'er  I  intended  to  affirm  on 
this  head.  It  appears  now,  by  his  own  confeffion,  that 
the  fellows  of  colleges  have  not.,  of  late  years  at  leaft^ 
notorioufly  ahufed  the  truf  repofed  in  them ;  and  that  the 
Jiattites  dircSling  the  choice  of  a  govei-nour,  have  not  ruined 
the  difcipline  cf  thefe  places :  for  the  very  fame  perfons 
have  been  chofc,  as  would  probably  have  been  chofe,  in 
what,  if  I  guefs  right,  is  his  own  method.  Nor  has  he 
the  Icaft  room  for  all  this  clamour,  the  lealb  pretence  for 
applying  to  the  legillature,  to  deprive  the  fellows  cf  col- 
leges of  a  power  they  have  no  way  abuied,  of  a  truit  they 
have  difcharged  faithfully  and  confcientioufiy.  But  his  ex- 
ception is  not  to  the  men.,  but  to  their  want  of  power.  That 
is  to  fay,  he  gives  up  his  firit  point,  and  ftarts  another  j 
and  they,  who  will,  may  follow  him.  But  if,  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  /'/  is  not  very  material  zvho  choofes^  thenj 
I  humbly  apprehend,  all  he  has  faid  on  this  head  is  not 
"very  material ;  and  if  governours,  chofen  according  to  the 
prefent  method,  are  uusxceptionable.,  well-qualified.,  and  well- 
difpofed,  and  wanting  nothing  more  but  power  to  enable 
them  to  ?nai)itain  a  regular  difcipliney  what  occaficn  can 
there  be  to  alter  this  method  ? 

But  what  are  thefe  powers  he  woudd  veft  In  our  gover- 
-nours  here  ?  A  nccefary  (  i.  e.  I  fuppofe,  a  negative)  voice 
in   the  eledion   of  all  fchclars,  ftliows.,  and  officers.,  and  in 

the  difpofal  of  all  livings   and  preferments. 1  am  no 

way  inclined  to  enter  into  any  long  debate  with  our  JVell- 
fViJher  on  this  new  fubje^l ;  but  cannot  forbear  expreffing 
my  furprize,  that,  in  thefe  days  of  liberty,  he  fnouid 
think  our  heads  of  colleges  fit  to  be  trufted  with  a  power 
fo  extenlive,  and  fo  liable  to  be  abufed.     But  the  warmth 

of 
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of  his  imagination  would  fuffer  birni  to  view  his  fubjecl 
only  on  one  fide  :  whilft  his  head  was  full  of  the  good  life 
which  might  be  made  of  power,  to  reftore,  or  maintain 
difcipline,  he  never  gave  himfelf  time  to  refleil,  what  ill 
ufes  might  be  made  of  it^  if  it  (hould  happen  to  fall  into 
weak  or  wicked  hands. 

I  muft  farther  defire  him  to  confider,  that  our  founders 
had  a  right  to  prefcribe  rules  to  the  focieties  they  found- 
ed ;  that  they  did  not  compile  their  ftatutes  but  upon  the 
moft  mature  deliberation,  after  confulting  with  the  wifeft 
men  of  their  times,  and  examining  fuch  ftatutes  ;  fo  that 
the  excellency  and  ufefulnefs  of  our  ftatutes  ftands  con- 
firmed by  the  wifdom  and  experience  of  a  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  ages.  And  yet  this  man  has  the  vanity  to  think 
himfelf  v/ifer  than  all  his  fore-fathers ;  he  would  annul 
thefe  ftatutes  in  the  moft  effential  points,  and  change  the 
very  form  of  our  conftitutions ;  and  this,  it  feems,  is  in 
order  to  maintain  regular  difcipline:  and  yet  he  himfelf  tells 
Ub,  that  no  other  (Ufcipliue  is  regular.,  but  what  is  according 
to  the  founder  s  rules. 

But  bter  tunes  may  want  that  provifion  for  good  difcipline.^ 

which  earlier  did  not  need. He  has  been  told  already^ 

that  there  are  legal  and  ftatuteable  methods  of  making  fuch 
provifion^  without  altering  our  conftitution.  The  heads 
and  officers  of  colleges  have  a  power  of  making  fuch  regu- 
Jations,  as  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  become  neceflary  j 
and  the  vifitors  have  ftill  a  fupcriour  power. 

Eut  he  is  ajfured,  that  vifitors  of  colleges  have  not  fujffi-. 
cient  power  to  fee  that  th«  ftatutes  ie  olfervcl.  I  am  afraid 
his  ajfurancc  runs  before  his  proof;  I  will  not  venture  to 
fpeak  quite  fo  confidently,  as  not  knowing  the  ftatutes  and 
conftitution  of  every  college  ;  but  thus  far  I  can  fay  with 
allurance,  that  in  fome  colleger,  the  vifitors  may  vifit 
once  in  five  years,  i/i  fome  every  )*ear,  in  fome  when 
they  pleafe  i  and    that,  befides    this,  the   go^cmours  and 

C}  officers 


(  so  ) 

officers  of  colleges  may  apply  to  their  \iriton^,  when 
they  find  their  afliitance  neceflary,  either  to  enforce  the 
ftatutes,  or  make  new  regulations ;  and  they  can,  with- 
out vifitina;,  give  them  proper  injundlions,  on  fuch  appli- 
cation ;  and  in  fome  colleges,  they  may,  and  have  done 
tliis,  without  any  application. 

It   is  hoped,  therefore,  that  difctpline  may  be  maintained 
without  this  gentleman's  new  aids ;  at  leaft  he  can  haA'c 
no  reafon  to  complain,  that  he   himfelf  wants  fufficient 
power  to  do  his  duty  in  his  ftation.     One  would  think, 
then,  he  might  have  been  contented  to  ftay,  till  the  per- 
fons   properly  concerned,    complain   of  want   of   power. 
Thefe  worthy  ar.d  z'aluable  men  could   not  but  be  fenfible 
of  their  own  lamentable   condition  ;  and  would,  dou'otlefs, 
if  they  found   it   neceflary,  apply  to  their  fuperiours,  to 
enable   them   to   ynaintr.in  difcipline^  and  regulate  ihofe  dij- 
ordcrs    which   it   was  mifcry  to   them   to  fee.     But    I  hear 
of  no  complaints  of  this  kind  ;  but  am,  on  the  contra- 
ry, well  allured,  that  moil:  of  our  governours  here  are  well 
contented  with  the  power  their  founders  have  thought  fit 
to  veft  in  them.     I  mull:,  therefore,  befeech  this  gentle- 
man to  copy  after  the  example  of  tliat  good  gcvemour  he 
beftows  fuch  juft  encomiiims  on  ;  like  him,  lojludy  to  he 
guiet,  and  do  his  own    bnjinefs  ;  like  him,  never  to  abfent 
himfelf  fro/n  any  place  of  his  duty,  not  continually  defcrting 
his  poft,  and  flying  to  London,  to  retail  his  notions  of 
difcipline   and    reformation   in    the  publick  news-papers, 
in  a  manner  inconflilent  with  his  dutv^,  and  unbecoming 
his  character  and  fl:ation.      Let  him,  like  him,  feek  for  a 
remedy  of  abufcs    in  an    academical  and  fliatutable  me- 
thod, attending  on  his  duty  in  the  Univerfity,  and  giving 
his  alfiilance,  when  called  upon,  as  he  is,  by  ftatute  and 
oath,  obliged  to  do.     Let  him,  like  him,  cor.tcnt  himfelf 
with    doing  his    duty  in  his   owji  flation,  and   not   take 
upon  him  to  prcicribc  to  others,  and  moJkc  ft:^tutes  for  the 
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whole  Univerfity.  "Let  him  learn,  Trofn  him,  what  he 
was  defervcdly  cfteemed  for,  both  modefty  and  humanity, 
and  forbear  to  caft  injurious  re(le£lions  upon  whole  bodies 
of  men,  and  rake  into  the  afhes  of  the  dead.  At  leaft, 
if  we  can't  obtain  this,  let  him  keep  within  the  bounds 
t)f  truth,  and  inform  himfelf  better  of  fa6"ls,  and  of  the 
llatutes  and  conflitutions  of  colleges,  before  he  pronoun- 
ces fo  haftily  and  confidently  upon  them. 

Here,  then,  I  fhall  take  my  final  leave  of  him-  He 
has  led  me  from  one  point  to  another.  The  increafe  of 
luxury  and  expence  here,  was  in  his  firft  paper,  owing 
to  the  indulgence  of  parents ;  in  his  next,  to  our  method 
of  chooUng  our  governours ;  in  his  laft  papers,  to  the 
want  of  power  in  thofe  governours ;  what  it  will  be  ow- 
ing to  next,  I  know  not.  This  only  I  know,  that  I  fhall 
follow  him   no  farther, 
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